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D U R I N G  T H E  E A R L Y  S T A G E  O F  T H E  P R O J E C T ,  

S E V E R A L  K E Y W O R D S  W E R E  C H O S E N  A N D  A N A L Y Z E D  

– R E S E A R C H  M A P P I N G ,  B U B B L E  D I A G R A M I N G ,  

S K E T C H I N G ,  A N D  P H O T O M O N T A G E S  H E L P E D  M E  T O  

U N D E R S T A N D  M Y  K E Y W O R D S  B E T T E R .  

A D D I T I O N A L L Y ,  T H E  P R I M A R Y  R E S E A R C H  S T A G E  

P R O V I D E D  M E  A  C L E A R E R  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  

R E G A R D I N G  M Y  C H O S E N  T O P I C .

- B r i n  C h a n
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The group research map consists of 
keywords that were chosen by each 
group member. Case studies were used 
to branch out more words to connect      
all our six chosen keywords together.   

G R O U P  K E Y W O R D S :  F L O W ,  C Y C L E ,  S P E C T R U M ,  I L L U S I O N ,  F E M I N I S M ,  
S E L F - E X P R E S S I O N
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Each group member came up with a survey 
question regarding the topic of safety and 
senses. Moreover, a wearable kiosk is 
designed to go around interviewing people 
and collecting data in style.

G R O U P  K E Y W O R D S :  S A F E T Y ,  S E N S E S
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Magazine cut-outs of images that 
represent the chosen keywords were 
used to create the photomontage. 

C H O S E N  K E Y W O R D S :  L G B T Q ,  D A N C E ,  F A S H I O N
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C L U B  C H E M I S T R Y  I S  A  N I G H T C L U B  T H A T  P L A Y S  

D I F F E R E N T  T Y P E S  O F  M U S I C  O N  E A C H  F L O O R  

L E V E L .  T H E  C L U B  W A S  A L S O  C A N T E R B U R Y ’ S  F I R S T  

E V E R  N I G H T C L U B  B A C K  I N  Y E A R  1 9 8 7 .

- B r i n  C h a n  
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T H E  N A R R A T I V E  P L A Y S  A  H U G E  P A R T  I N  T H I S  

P R O J E C T .  I T  I S  B A S E D  O N  M Y  F R I E N D ’ S  

( A N O N Y M O U S L Y  K N O W N  A S  J A Y )  B A C K S T O R Y  O N  

H O W  ‘ S H E ’  H A S  S T R U G G L E D  B E I N G  A  B O Y  I N  T H E  

P A S T ,  A N D  E V E N  A S  A  ‘ G I R L ’  N O W .  H E N C E ,  J A Y ’ S  

G E N D E R  T R A N S I T I O N  A N D  J O U R N E Y  A C T S  A S  A N  

I N S P I R A T I O N  F O R  T H I S  P R O J E C T .

- B r i n  C h a n  
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A black charcoal abstract 
painting of Jay in the form of 

his younger self as a little boy 
(left) and in his current form 

as a trans woman (right).
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03 INTRODUCTION

Living my life as a trans woman is incredibly hard. After going through tons of negative experiences in the past, there

really is no ‘perfect’ gender. Back in primary school, I got bullied by the boys for being weak. I am terrible in every sport, scared

of the dark and heights, and could never stand a chance to win in a physical fight. The boys would just pick on me – they shoved

me in lockers, hid my school bag, sneakily placed nasty sticky notes on my back, and much more. During those times, I just

wished that I were a girl. Most of the girls were nice and brave enough to stand up for a wimp like me, and the bullies would put

on their sorry faces and fake apologies. Thus, this just got me thinking – if I were a girl, I could have so much power to protect

and defend myself.

At the beginning of high school, I wanted to make a big change for myself. Without my parents knowing, I went for surgery

to become a trans woman. I was too embarrassed to tell them about my surgery plans, but a part of me wanted my parents to

accept my final transition. However, when the transitions looked more obvious, my parents got concerned and started

questioning me. After getting exposed and coming clean to them about my surgery, they were not supportive at all – they yelled

at me and cursed me for bringing shame to the family. Ever since that traumatic day, their words and responses towards me

were always blunt. The looks on their faces screamed “you’re no longer family to us”. Having to see their cold facial expressions

everyday made me felt unwanted and depressed. As time passes, it just became more and more difficult to live with them, so all

I had was my painting kit to keep me company. Painting alone in my room was relatively therapeutical to me, as art helps to

relieve my stress and it gives me the opportunity to express my feelings on canvas.

During high school was just as chaotic. Although I made the decision to not come out as a trans woman to my classmates,

getting caught by them at the end just added more fuel to the fire. They called me a “try-hard” for desperately attempting to fit

in as a girl, and deliberately mocked my underdeveloped breasts to hurt my feelings. As time passes, the gossips just kept piling

up until I couldn’t take it anymore, which led me to try going for school counselling.

Every counselling therapy session felt like a safe zone and second home to me. I told the school counsellor about my past

traumatic experiences, my family, how high school has been tough for me, and even my surgery transition to become a trans

woman. However, everything went south when my secrets have been exposed – I felt betrayed. Gossips about me being a trans

woman flooded the entire school. Walking down the school hallways felt as if I were walking down the “halls of shame”.

As depression was eating me little by little day by day, I chose to report the school counsellor to my school principal. Although I

got a bit of justice for having the school counsellor fired, I still felt broken and alone. At this point, there is no one who I could

trust or tell my feelings to. If only there was a safe place to escape to – somewhere that made me feel wanted.

- J a y
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T R U E  I N C L U S I O N  M U S T  A L S O  T A K E  I N T O  

C O N S I D E R A T I O N  O F  O T H E R  G R O U P S  B A S E D  O N  

R A C E ,  R E L I G I O N ,  E T H N I C I T Y ,  A G E ,  D I S A B I L I T Y ,  

G E N D E R ,  I D E N T I T Y ,  A N D  S E X U A L  O R I E N T A T I O N .

- S c h n e i d e r  T . ,  2 0 2 1
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U P P E R  R O W :  Q u i e t e r  p r o g r a m m e s L O W E R  R O W :  N o i s i e r  p r o g r a m m e s
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T H E  C O N C E P T  O F  G E N D E R  F L U I D I T Y

F E M I N I T Y

G E N D E R L E S S

M A S C U L I N E  +  F E M I N I N E

A L L  G E N D E R S

M A S C U L I N I T Y

G E N D E R  F L U I D  F L A G
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The concept models are soft plastics that were microwaved at different heating times, ranging from 3 to 5 minutes. 
The heat represents the thoughts of a person that moulds them into who they become and how they react. The 
concept of the rippled textures represent the running thoughts of a person who is questioning their gender identity 
and the portrayal in complexity of human emotions. Moreover, the model’s organic shape and form metaphorically 
symbolizes freedom, while its translucent materials depict an open mind with hope and transparency.
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05 DESIGN CONCEPT

The concept of bending, overlapping, twisting, 
and crumpled texture metaphorically symbolizes 
transformation, transition, and morphing.
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The overall interior space consists of flowing 
and curved design elements to represent the 
main concept of gender fluidity. 
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The concept of crumpled paper represents ‘our emotions 
for disposal’, such as our bottled up or hidden feelings that 

we may want to discard. With the continuous crumpled 
paper design throughout the interior space, it creates a 

feeling that lets us explore and face our hidden emotions. 





T H E  M A T E R I A L S  U S E D  A R E  A L L  S U S T A I N A B L E .  

A D D I T I O N A L L Y ,  D I F F E R E N T  T Y P E S  O F  M A T E R I A L S  

W E R E  U S E D :  S O F T  A N D  H A R D ,  O P A Q U E  A N D  

T R A N S L U S C E N T ,  L I G H T  A N D  D A R K ,  F I X E D  A N D  

F L E X I B L E ,  A N D  M U C H  M O R E .

- B r i n  C h a n
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The hybrid drawing features the following:

▪ Existing layout plans
▪ Existing façades
▪ Activities happening in the space

▪ Concept models
▪ Concept spaces
▪ Materials 

▪ Gender fluid flag concept
▪ Nic Clear’s black and white 

drawing style
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T H E  C O N C E P T  O F  G E N D E R  F L U I D I T Y

F I R S T  F L O O R

L I G H T

G R O U N D  F L O O R

D A R K

B A S E M E N T  L E V E L

G E N D E R  F L U I D  F L A G
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A L L  3 D  D I G I T A L  P E R S P E C T I V E S  W E R E  C R E A T E D  

A N D  R E N D E R E D  W I T H  S K E T C H U P  A N D  V - R A Y .  

T H E  I N T E R I O R  S P A C E S  W E R E  D E S I G N E D  

S P E C I F I C A L L Y  A C C O R D I N G  T O  T H E  G E N D E R  

F L U I D I T Y  C O N C E P T .

- B r i n  C h a n  
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F I R S T  F L O O R

G R O U N D  F L O O R

B A S E M E N T  L E V E L
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B A S E M E N T

D R A G  S H O W  &  F A S H I O N  S H O W  
P E R F O R M A N C E
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B A S E M E N T

J A M A L  M A R L E Y
Watching the fashion show to get inspirations
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B A S E M E N T

A R D E N  O ’ B R I E N
Wants to become a drag queen one day
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B A S E M E N T

O K O R O  C H I B U Z O
Hanging out at the nightclub for some fun
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G R O U N D  F L O O R

08 3D PERSPECTIVES
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G R O U N D  F L O O R

M E I  L I N G
Attending today’s event talk
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G R O U N D  F L O O R

E R I N  F E R N S B Y
Heading upstairs in need for counselling
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G R O U N D  F L O O R

T H E  S P E C T R U M  C E O

08 3D PERSPECTIVES



74F I R S T  F L O O R

U P C O M I N G  
D R A G  E V E N T S

08 3D PERSPECTIVES



75F I R S T  F L O O R

J E N N I F E R  P E R E Z
Reading LGBTQ novels
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76F I R S T  F L O O R

T A K A S H I  I T O
Trying out fun art therapy
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77F I R S T  F L O O R

L I A  B U G N A R
Grabbing coffee after the art therapy session
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