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Lauren Venus 

laurenvenus. lv@gmai l .com
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S U R R E A L I S M

Tim
 Burton
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Key Components of Surrealism:
- Juxtaposition

- Irrationality
- Exaggerative sizing

- Paradoxical

Salvador Dali
Zdzisław Beksiński
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t o w e r i n g

Port ray ing my percept ion of 
dystopian surrea l ism.
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A surrealist who often illustrated skulls, skeletons 
& elongated shapes within his work, making 
references to memento mori.
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He also used the physical human body to 

bend & create shapes in unusual ways- 

here is another example of a skull he 

produced.
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Ballerina in a Death’s Head - Dali 1939
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X
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Schiaparelli produced her, ‘Skeleton Dress’, as part of her 

collection ‘Le Cirque’ with Dali.

The reference to the dress is still made today.

 Trapunto quilting creates the bones.
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Using creative pattern-cutting 

to convey surrealism.
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Dali’s ‘Ballerina in a Death’s Head’, has inspired the sharp, voluminous sleeves.
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29Burton uses triangular shapes within his illustrations.
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Tim
 Burton - Untitled (Sally Parts) 
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experim
enting with perm

anent ‘sutures’



32

My perception of surrealism & dystopia; broad, 

towering silhouettes & volume
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Using quilting inspired by Schiaparelli’s skeleton 

dress.
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too simplistic // not enough relation to 

memento mori.
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inspired by Schiaparelli’s skeleton dress.

working with wadding to produce 

a bulky silhouette.
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com
binig wadding sam

ples to form
 a silhouette - 3D caped shoulders
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Zdzisław Beksiński
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Zdzisław Beksiński is another dystopian surrealist, whos work features 

exaggerated sized features & his overall palette is very dark.
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Inspiration from
 Zdzislaw Beksinksi’s layered face
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McQueen focuses on anatomy & por t rayed i t  through 
meta l -work,  creat ive-cut t ing but  usual ly  uses a dark 
co lour  scheme.
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FORMATIVE SUBMISSION



45



46

LIN
E - U

P

LO
O

K
 I

LO
O

K
 II

LO
O

K
 III



47



48

TEXTU
RED

 FABRIC
S

From the beginning I  knew that  my col lect ion would be predominant ly  b lack due to  the 
nature of  my concept .  I  wanted to  work wi th  texture & pat tern in  order  to  add in terest  to  my 

col lect ion.
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Staf f  & I  decided i t  was bet ter  to  use 
s imple fabr ics because of  my creat ive 
seams.  Texture & pat tern created too 

much noise.



50
Punk & grunge sty les typica l ly  u t i l ise tar tan. 
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Visual is ing look one in 
var ious fabr ics.
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FINAL OUTCOME
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