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REALLY HIGH
UP! THIS IS
S0 CoOL! I
WONDER HOW
HIGH UP
WE ARE!

I HOPE WE
HAVEN'T

GOT MUCH
LONGER, MY
SHOULDERS

ARE KILLING
ME.

WELL GOOD
NEWS GORDON
WE HAVEN'T
GOT MUCH
LONGER,
TAKE A
LOOK AT
THIS!




THIS TABLET WAS PUT UP RECENTLY, THE ORIGINAL
DIDN'T HAVE OUR DESTINATION TO THE TRAIL

I REMEMBER TALKING TO THE MASON WHO MADE THIS,

SHE FELT MIXED ABOUT ST. MATT COMMUNE OPENING

BEING ABLE TO VISIT THIS ABANDONED
COMMUNE WAS ONLY POSSIBLE A MONTH
AGO, MUCH TO THE LOCALS' PROTEST.
THEY NEVER WANT ANYONE GOING NEAR
THAT PLACE EVER AGAIN.

THE LOCALS CLAIM THAT THE
COMMUNE IS HAUNTED AND
THAT ANYONE WHO DARES

ENTER GOES MISSING!!







ABOUT 150 YEARS
AGO, THIS COMMUNE
WAS BUILT BY ONE
'FATHER ABEL', WHO
BUILT THIS COMMUNE

PROMISING HIS
FOLLOWERS ENDLESS
AND LOVE. ALL

ANIMALS FROM ALL
WALKS OF LIFE CAME
HERE, SEEKING LOVE
WITHOUT JUDGMENT.

SOON THE LOCALS
STARTED NOTICING
ALL THE 'DEGENERATE
BEHAVIOUR' THAT
INEVITABLY LEAKED
INTO THEIR VILLAGE.

IT ALL CAME TO
AHEAD WHEN THE
LOCALS HIRED A
PRIVATE ARMY
TO DEAL WITH
THE PROBLEM,
PERMANENTLY.

IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT,
THAT PRIVATE ARMY
MARCHED THE TRAIL
WE'VE JUST TAKEN
AND BUTCHERD ALL
THE MEMBERS OF ST.
MATT COMMUNES WHO
WERE UNARMED AND

DEFENCELESS

ITS RUMOURED THAT
AMIDST THE SLAUGHTER,
FATHER ABEL WAS CALM
AND CLAIMING THAT HIS
WILL LIVES ON TO HIS
FOLLOWERS. THE VILLAGE

STILL FEAR ABELS

INFLUENCE.







) GUISEPPE, ARE
YOU ALRIGHT?

...THE HELL
IS THIS
PLACE?







THIS PLACE IS

IMMACULATE AND
INTACT, IT'S REALLY
CREEPY. ESPECIALLY
THAT PORTRAIT.

IT'S NOT EVEN DUSTY

..IT'S BERUTIFUL

HE'S ACTING SUPER
WEIRD, DID HE KNOW
ABOUT THIS ROOM? HE
DIDN'T BRING IT UP
OR ANYTHING.

I DIDN'T KNOW
ABOUT THIS ROOM
EITHER, NO ONE
ONLINE TALKED
ABOUT IT

HE'S THE NUTTER WHO
WANTED TO COME TO
THIS PLACE, I'LL GO
CHECK ON HIM.




GORDON AND GUISEPPE HAVE - [ " OH! HI GORDON, DID
BEEN IN THERE FOR A WHILE ¢ | IS GUISEPPE OKAY? WHAT
NOW, I HOPE GUISEPPE IS TOOK YOU SO LONG?
ALRIGHT. I HOPE GORDON ‘ ‘

IS ALRIGHT T0O, HE SEEMS ¥ YOU LOOK
STRESSED OUT / \ EXHAUSTED

NO I HAVEN'T SEEN HIM
SINCE WE LEFT THAT
WEIRD PRAYER ROOM

HAVE YOU SEEN
GUISEPPE AT ALL?
HE SAID HE WAS
ALRIGHT AND WAS
JUST GOING TO GET
SOME FRESH AIR, I
HAVEN'T SEEN HIM
SINCE.

NHERE IS GUISEPPE?




CHARLIE, HE WAS ALSO
OUR GUIDE, EVEN IF WE
WANTED TO LEAVE WE
CAN'T WITHOUT HIM!
I'LL GO CHECK AROUND
THE OUTSIDE, YOU CHECK
THE INSIDE! MEET ME
BACK AT THE COURTYARD!

SHIT! THIS IS BAD, REALLY
BAD! WE NEED TO FIND HIM
QUICKLY, IT'S GETTING DARK
AND WE CAN'T LEAVE HIM
BEHIND!

GUISEPPE!? ARE YOU
THERE!?
CAN YOU HEAR ME!?
GUISEPPE!!!!

THIS
ISN'T
FUNNY!!

GUISEPPE!! WHERE ARE
GUISEPPE!! You!?
PLEASE STOP
THIS!?
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I HOPE I'M WRONG, BUT
IF GUISEPPE HAS GONE
ANYWHERE, ITS PROBABLY IN
'THERE'







GORDON! ! , WHAT ARE
GUISEPPE!! ) 7 ‘ YOU DOING!?

CHARLIE! YOU FOUND PLEASE GIVE HER SHE’S IN SHOCK

YOUR WAY HERE ALL

BY YOURSELF! SOME SPACE. FROM THAT FALL.

SHE’S JUST HAD A LET US CALM
NASTY FALL. DOWN. SOME
INTRODUCTIONS
ARE DUE

YOU'RE OKAY! I
WANTED TO FIND
YOU AND TELL




My NAME 1S FATHER ABFL,
THIS IS MY COMMUNITY, THE
HOUSE OF RED SUNS. DON’T

WORRY CHARLIE, GUISEPPE
AND GORDON ALREADY TOLD
ME ALL ABOUT YOU

"M SO HAPPY YOU ARFE.
JOINING US, WE’VE BEEN LOW
ON MEMBERS SINCE THAT

AWFUL, AWFUL NIGHT.




NOW NOW, THERE IS NO NEED
TO POUT. YOU’RE SAFE HERE,
WITH GOOD COMPANY. YOU’RE
LONELY AREN’T YOU? YOU
WANT OTHERS TO LOVE YOU
UNCONDITIONALLY.

GORDON TOLD ME ABOUT HOW HE
KEPT BEING COLD AND DISMISSIVE
TOWARDS YOU. HE NOW WANTS TO
MAKE UP FOR BEING SO RUDE. AND
DEAR GUISEPPE JUST NEVER KNEW HOW
TO APPROACH YOU, BUT IS READY TO
LEARN ALL ABOUT YOU

=)

HERE, UNDER MY ROOF,
EVERYONE WILL RECEIVE
LOVE, AND THAT IS MY
Promisk.

YOU ARE SCARED AND YOU
DO NOT HAVE TO BE. 1 CAN
PROMISE YOU WILL NEVER BE
LONELY AGAIN




ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS
REACH OUT AND ACCEPT MY
HELP. IT IS THAT SIMPLE AND
IT IS YOUR CHOICE.
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48 HOURS LATER, LOCAL AUTHORITIES WERE 2
MADE AWARE THAT 3 HIKERS HAD GONE ///N\\
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SOON LARGER NEWS NETWORKS BEGAN
COVERING THE STORY, EMBELLISHING THE
CASE.

MISSING AROUND THE ST. MATTHEW COMMUNE
7 /’
/

TRAIL.
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THANKS TO THE COVERAGE, A SOPHISTICATED
SEARCH TEAM WAS ASSEMBLED AND GIVEN 2
WEEKS TO FIND ANYTHING RELATED TO THEIR
DISAPPERANCE.

WITH ALL THEIR EXPERTISE, STATE OF THE
ART EQUIPMENT AND EVERY STONE TURNED:
NOT A SINGLE THING RELATING TO THE
HIKERS WERE FOUND.

AFTER THE 2 WEEKS HAD COME UP, SOME OF
THE SEARCH TEAM VOLUNTEERED TO CARRY
ON THE SEARCH, HOPING THAT SOMETHING

WAS OVERLOOKED.

AS DAYS TURNED TO WEEKS AND WEEKS INTO
MONTHS WITH NOTHING TO SHOW, THE CASE
WENT COLD AND THE HIKERS WERE DECLARED
DEAD.

AND THUS ST.
MATTHEWS COMMUNE
HAD GAINED ANOTHER

MYTH TO ADD TO
IT'S CATALOGUE.







LUNA SAID SHE WOULD BE HERE BY
NOW, I HOPE SHE'S ALRIGHT.




OH NO, WHAT IF SHE ISN'T ALRIGHT? I
MEAN IT'S A WIERD SPOT TO MEET HER
HERE AT THE OVERLOOK...

...WHAT IF SHE GOT LOST, OR SLIPPED
DOWN OR GOT HIT BY A CAR OR WORSE A
TRUCK!?




WELL YOU SEE
WHEN I GET
HAPPY, I FLOAT

HHY ARE YO
FLOATING!?

SO I HAD AN
IDEA AND WAS
WONDERING. . .



DO YOU WANT TO GO ON
A MOON DATE WITH ME?
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THAT WAS so

QUICK! I THINK
I'M ABOUT TO

PASS OUT

STOP
DAYDREAMING
DOWN THERE AND
COME UP HERE!

OH YERH,
JUST GIVE ME
A SECOND!

S0 I JUST
Junp
SLIGHTLY
RIGHT. .?




‘ HAHA WA gpyy,

o mrHow |
WAS THAT? | | |
| IDIDN'T ]
| {EXPECT TO GO| [ N










S0 HOW WAS YOUR
WINTER BREAK MICHAEL?

IT WAS REALLY GOOD
THANKS! I HAD AN
AMAZING ROAST DINNER
WITH THE FAMILY, HOW
ABOUT YOU TONY?




I'LL BE
HONEST, IT
WAS CRAP.

EVERYONE WAS

| | ARGUING OVER

{  NOTHING

D
I

HAD A GOOD ROAST

I'M JEALOUS YOU

INNER, NEXT TIME
NVITE ME OVER OR
I WONT TALK TO

You

HA! YOU MEAN
YOU'LL FINALLY
LEAVE ME ALONE!
DIDN'T KNOW IT
WAS THAT EASY!




LI
WORKING ON IT

HAVE YOU
FINALLY
GOTTEN A

GIRLFRIEND?

SO WITH UNI,
I'VE GOT TO
ASK THE REAL

QUESTION HERE
-~ Y

ARAGH THAT'S LAME! YOU SHOULD'VE HAD
A GIRL BY NOW! YOU'RE SMART AND NOT
UGLY, THE GAME IS IN YOUR FAVOUR DUDE!

YOU JUST NEED TO LEARN HOW NOT TO
FUMBLE IT WHEN TALKING TO GIRLS!
REMEMBER THAT BAT FROM SECONDARY
SCHOOL!

MAKE HER CRY AND NOT
GIVE TWO SHITS. YOU
NEED TO GET BETTER
WITH GIRL'S MAN...

ITS WHEN YOU HAD THOSE
FAKE PIERCINGS, SHE
LIKED THEM AND ASKED

YOU OUT THERE AND THEN!

AND WHAT DID YOU DO?
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IS MY

DUDE, THIS

STOP, NOT

M oan T
STAY AT
YOURS

i THEN?

WHAT? NO!
I STILL
NEED TO

UNPACK MY

STUFF!

I PROMISE I'LL HELP!
I'LL BE IN YOUR DEBT
FOREVER PLEASE!

I MEAN IF YOU ARE
OFFERING TO HELP, I'LL

TAKE IT. THE ROOM NEEDS A
LITTLE CLEAN AS WELL...

I'LL LEAVE IT
SPOTLESS!




WOW! SO THIS IS YOUR
PLACE! IT'S LIKE A
LITTLE BEDROOM, HOW CAN
YOU EVEN MOVE AROUND IN

ITS ACCOMODATION NOT
THE RITZ MATE, LIKE IT
OR HATE, YOU JUST GOTTA
LIVE WITH IT.

WAIT! WHAT'S THAT
ON YOUR DESK!




I'VE FOUND THE REASON WHY YOU'RE SHIT
WITH GIRLS! YOUR TO BUSY BEATING IT
HERE ALL BY YOURSELF! LEAVING IT HERE
ALL OUT MEANS YOU MUST DO IT OFTEN!
YOU DIRTY BOY, GO CLEAN YOURSELF!

T'S A LOTION FOR

MY SKIN, NOT AS

IF A FURBALL LIKE
WOULD GET IT.
ALSO TAKE YOUR

SHOES OFF YOU ARE

GETTING MUD

ON MY BED.

WHEN I LEAVE
HERE, YOU'RE S
GOING TO GO |
GET A LIL' *“
LOTION AND
"OH YEAH!"
| "OH YEAH!" | —T
| ALL OVER |
| THE PLACE!

AH C'MON DON'T
GIVE ME THE
COLD SHOULDER,
I WAS JOKING!
YOU DON'T WANK
OKAY?




FUCK IS THIS REALLY HAPPENING? WHY
DID HE MAKE THAT JOKE? DOES HE
KNOW? WAS HE TESTING ME TO SEE IF
I'D GO FURTHER?

NO NO NO...HE SHOULDN'T KNOW, HE
STILL KEEPS ASKING ME ABOUT GIRLS,
HE'S JUST BEING AN IDIOT, I NEED TO

CALM DOWN, IT WAS ONLY A JOKE-

I BET THIS
IS WHERE
YOU KEEP

YOUR NAUGHTY

STUFF!

MIT,
NICAHEL!




I DIDN'T KNOW
YOU HAD A GAY
ROOMMATE,
HELL I DIDN'T
KNOW YOU HAD
A ROOMMATE!

.. .RIGHT?

NO... NO I DON'T
HAVE A ROOMMATE. I'M
S...SORRY MICHAEL
BUT...

...I LIKE MEN. I
LIKE MEN MICHAEL.



DO YOU WANT
TO TALK ABOUT
IT OR..?

WAIT YOU'RE
SERIOUS AREN'T
YOU? I'M SORRY
BUT UH...

I'M SORRY,
I DIDN'T
MEAN TO,
YOU KNOW,
EXPOSE YOU
LIKE THAT.

NO, NO, IT °
FINE, I WAS
PLANNING ON
COMING OUT
SOON-ISH

I'VE ALWAYS
FELT LIKE
THIS, BUT I'VE
ONLY NOW KINDA
ACCEPTED IT...

...I WANTED TO TELL
EVERYONE, BUT DIDN'T KNOW
HOW TO SAY IT. I WANTED A
SAFETY NET IN CASE THINGS

WENT WRONG...
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...LIKE IF SOMEONE
LIKE YOU WOULD STOP
BEING MY FRI-










IF YOU EVER HAVE
ANYTHING YOUR
MIND, LET ME KNOW
MATE.

HEH, YEAH, WILL

DO MATE.




AUTHOR'S NOTE

HEY MY NAME IS ROB (NOT ACTUALLY A DOG) AND I
BOTH WROTE AND ILLUSTRATED THIS BOOK! THIS IS MY
FIRST TIME WORKING ON A PROJECT OF THIS SCALE, I
MEAN ITS MY FINAL MAJOR PROJECT SO I HAD TO GIVE
IT MY ALL!

FOLLOW UP TO MY PREVIOUS STORY ‘BELOW THE
SURFACE' ABOUT A HAUNTED ICE RINK. BUT IT

ORIGINALLY THIS PROJECT WAS GOING TO BE A K;;\hﬂ
\
/vf
SUCKED SO I DID SOMETHING BETTER! (HOPEFULLY) §>;§;;/

I'M ALWAYS INSPIRED BY MUSIC

AND IT PLAYS A HUGE PART IN MY
ART. FOR THIS BOOK, SUEDE WAS A
DRIVING FORCE IN THE VIBES I WAS
WANTING TO CATCH, 'THE DROWNERS'
WAS ACTUALLY WHERE I GOT
THE BOOKS TITLE FROM, BUT
CHANGED TO NOT STEAL IT

A HUGE THANKS FOR READING
AND HAVE A GOOD ONE! 4«



SPECIAL THANKS

THE 'FAM CHANM'

BE IT INDIRECT, DIRECT, EMOTIONAL,
PROFFESIONAL OR A MIXTURE: WITHOUT YOUR
HELP I WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN ABLE TO ACHIEVE
THIS ACCOMPLISHMENT

THANK YOU SO MUCH

-ROBERT CAMPBELL



