NANCHANG
SYMBOL PROJECT

Final Major Project / Self-Directed Project
Junchao Zhu

A visual identity and tourism guide system
developed from Nanchang landmarks,
retro travel poster language, and printed
visitor materials.

poster / calendar / postcards / stamps / exhibition materials
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02 / PROJECT OVERVIEW

Nanchang as a collectable city guide

Project Aim

To create a clear visual identity for
Nanchang that can work across a guide
poster, tourist objects and exhibition
presentation.

Audience

International visitors, students and young
travellers who may have limited knowledge
of Nanchang culture.

Visual Direction

Retro travel poster inspiration: strong colour
blocks, textured print surfaces, landmark
illustration, bilingual information and bold
hierarchy.

Design Decision

| focused on the Tengwang Pavilion symbol
because it gives the project a recognisable
cultural anchor, while the map system
makes it useful for tourism.
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Nanchang Guide poster
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Nanchang, known as the “City of Heroes” in China,
has been a significant birthplace of revolution

since 1927.

It is home to the Tengwang Pavilion (one of the
Four Famous Towers in ancient China) and the
Nanchang Star Ferris Wheel (Asia’s tallest at 160m),
as well as Poyang Lake (China's largest freshwater
lake). With over 2,000 years of history, Nanchang
is a city where culture, nature, and modern
development come together. @& Shengjin Pagoda
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The poster works as the main information piece. | used the map
as the base structure, then placed landmarks, ranking circles and
transport icons around it so tourists can understand the city
quickly.

information hierarchy / landmark details / transport system
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Printed visitor materials
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The system moves from poster to objects: calendar pages, postcard sets and stamp style
calendar souvenirs. These printed items help the project feel like something a visitor could collect
after travelling through Nanchang.

postcards / stamps / collectible print system
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Applications and mockups
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wearable identity
Mockups were used to test whether the identity still reads clearly outside a single poster. The same colour palette, pavilion mark and guide
layout are repeated across display, editorial and wearable formats.



06 / DESIGN PROCESS

From landmark to symbol

. Extracting the Chinese Characters 2. Combining the Characters
1 & nn
g e -
E =] —
i Ra—1
Y\f:\"\ d\a’t\j % (}\anj z Lol
T i i E,T & horizonie

lines

@ .ROO{ ‘Fram h\%“

(nan)
wgn
@ Structure from "&
(chang) .
) &) Ba.la.ncw{ and
« oo many details o more Stable rwﬁnizubl"'
+ unclear structure o clear L\ie,rn.rdv\_)j . sfrcnﬂer -Forw\ ”;::T"

Deﬁ‘ijh LDjiC.Z Combining & (ndn) ond "5 (r,lr\ﬁnj) into o unified Paﬁuda ,ShTPe‘;‘
The roof represents “m", while the i:»oohj and structure reflect “&7.
This creates a s‘fronﬁ visual ider\{'l)t\sj thot connects No.nci'\a.ncj with its cultural leﬂal

This page shows the idea in a practical student workflow: observe, sketch, remove, test, then apply.

Step 1 Research

| began with Tengwang Pavilion
because it is one of the
strongest cultural references for
Nanchang.

Step 2 Extract

| picked out the roof eaves,
layered structure, central axis
and repeated horizontal lines.

Step 3 Simplify

The first sketches were too
detailed, so | reduced the
shape until it could work at
small scale.

Step 4 Apply

After the logo became stable, |
used it as the anchor for the
map, poster and printed
products.
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Building the visual system

Tengwang Pavilion Icons Design

Tengwang Pavilion is
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afamous historical
landmark in Nanchang
with a history of over
1,000 years.

I studied its
architecture, structure
and visual features

1o extract key elements
for a simple and
recognisable logo.

+ Adding the name gives
it context and purpose.
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1 explored how to simplify the structure while
keeping the landmark recognisable.
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= Marcon was chosen as the final colour MAROON
for its strong connection 4o Nanchang's
heritage and culture.
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Logo development: simplify the pavilion form, check proportions, test colour,
then combine with bilingual text.
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Home to Tengwang Pavilion (one of TenTengwang Pavilion
China's four great ancient towers)

Jiangxi Art Museum
and the Star Ferris Wheel (Asia's

tallest at 160m). Also nearby: Nanchang StarFen s Wheel _

Poyang Lake, the country's largest
freshwater lake. 2,000 years of
history. One city.
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PAVILION OF TENGWANG
A Thousand-year Landmark, A Cityof Heroes

Nanchang, known as the City of Heroes* in China,
has been a significant bithplace of revolution

since 1927.

It is home to the Tengwang Pavilion (one of the
Four Famous Towers in ancient China) and the
Nanchang Star Ferris Wheel (Asia’s tallest at 160m),
as well as Poyang Lake (China's largest freshwater
lake). With over 2,000 years of history, Nanchang
is a city where culture, nature, and modern
development come together.
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Map development: an early neutral layout became a stronger blue/yellow/red
retro guide system in the final poster, the final version became more visually
confident through stronger colour contrast, texture and hierarchy.



08 / EXHIBITION PLAN

Graduation show presentation

Physical Exhibition Online Presentation
A1 printed posters Digital portfolio PDF
Printed postcards and stamps Instagram mockups
Calendar displayed on table Online scrolling presentation

Sketchbook shown beside outcomes

The final show should make the project read as both a cultural identity and a tourism product system. Large printed pieces
create impact first; smaller objects and the sketchbook give the viewer evidence of process and detail.
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