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and how to style 

them



Introduction

As a young artist who grew up in a time period 
that utilises computers, social media, and Artificial 
Intelligence, my photography however stays raw, 
authentic, with a nostalgic feeling, highlighting the 
natural cause of life in a mundane neighborhood. 
My editing pushes these limits, introducing harsh 
contrasts and washed tones to depict a mood, that 
isn’t currently in the spotlight, but has a strong 
niche audience. 
Alongside photography, I’m moving deeper into 
the Tattoo Industry, this time diving deeper into 
the “Underground”, and “emerging aesthetics”, 
Bringing a physical, yet delicate approach to an 
industry that appreciates all styles. My work high-
lights the beauty in chaos, with scratchy, intention-
al, dark lines that flow and spike in personal and 
unique ways. My flashes and designs really draw 
inspiration on the “Nu-wave” aesthetic that has 
been steadily but surely been rising from Europe. 
Blending Cybercigilism, Trash Polka, and Euro-
trash elements is the creation to a new style, which 
I am helping shape in my work.
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Did

You 

Know ?

Otzi, nicknamed “Ice-
Man”, is one of the 
oldest mummified 
humans, found on the 
Austrian border, 
discovered 19/9/91. 
Otzi has over 60 tattoos, 
which under inspection 
consist of symbols, dots, 
and horizontal lines, 
believed to be markings 
that locate acupuncture 
locations.

A microscopic 
evaluation of Otzi, 
concluded that his 
tattoos were made 
from manufactured 
pigments containing 
fireplace soot and ash.
A cruciform marking 
was also found 
behind his right knee.
(Cruciform referring 
to a cross shaped 
symbol, however it is 
unclear whether this 
is a link to 
Christianity or not).
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Tattoo 
Timeline

of
Styles1910-1920

Earliest tattoos of this 
period were shunned 
by society, mostly 
owned by sailors and 
criminals. However 
sailors tattoos did 
actually serve a bigger 
purpose, they were 
used to identify 
sailors who were 
thrown overboard. 1950-1960

During the 50’s not 
much seemed to happen 
within the tattoo world 
and its acceptance 
within society, tattoos 
were still mainly linked 
to criminals or 
hyper-masculinity, with 
designs to reflect that.
However in the 60’s this 
changed due to the hippy 
scene and more 
importantly Janis 
Joplin, known as the first 
tattooed celebrity.
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1970-1980
Within the 70’s, due to 
more widespread 
acceptance thanks to 
the 60’s, tattoos were no 
longer linked to 
criminals as 
heavily, this saw a surge 
of peace, love, music and 
job related tattoos.
However the musical 
influence of tattoos 
really took off during the 
80’s after the 
uprising of rock 
music, and the 
rebellious themes that 
they brought with them. 1990-2010

The 90’s to the 2000’s seemed 
very similar in terms of 
acceptance, however the main 
take away from this period 
comes from the location of 
tattoos. More specifically, 
getting tattoos in places that 
werent previously considered, 
such as; ankles, neck, hands, 
back.
The late 2010’s saw an increase 
in “trashy” tattoos, more s
pecifically, nu-wave styles such 
as Cybercigilism and Trash 
Polka.
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“Digital Bath”
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What is Trash 
Polka?

Trash Polka is known 
for finding the beauty 
in chaos. It takes 
elements from 
traditional, realism, 
and blends it with an 
abstract brush flow 
like backdrop, the 
artworks encased in 
often red splatters, 
flicks, and shaped 
elements such as 
crosses and 
triangles.
It was created by 
Volko Merschky and 
Simone Pfaff, in 
Germany, in the early 
2000’s.

The above image is my 
take on the style, 
followed by some 
clothing / merchandise 
to 
accompany the style.
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Cybercigilism didn’t really have a creator, 
online tattoo culture, helped shape what was 
once sigilism and tribal, into a beautifual new 
wave of cyberpunk. 
Emerging, and still most popular through 
independant “Instagram artists”, across the 
UK, Germany, Russia, Armenia, and the list 
goes on.
Cybercigilism first saw some spotlight in the 
2010’s, but the style really blew up through 
Instagram around 2020, and arguably still not 
at its peak.
Primary consisting of harsh and rough spiked 
blackwork, this style also flows, just with sharp 
edges! Cybercigilism is also currently helping 
the social acceptance of hand tattoos, because 
as of lately, more and more hand tattoos are 
popping up on social media, and they all seem 
to have links to Cybercigilism, y2K graphics, 
and Eurotrash.
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My take on 
Cybercigilism.
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Blending these styles ino a 
fashionable mix, incorporating 
the flow of sigils, and the harsh 
splash of Trash Polka.
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Eurotrash isn’t an entirely new con-
cept this is because at its roots, it was 
shaped by the Aggrogoth movement 
of the late 90’s and early 2000’s, which 
used symbolds, Industrial, and 
Cyberpunk club scene styles. However 
the Eurotrash movement (starting in 
Europe during the late 2020’s), 
incorporates religiopus imagery, 
amongst a harsh, scratchy, raw style of 
tattooing.
Due to it being an emerging style that 
has really taken off in 2026 due to 
social media, artists involved in the 
Eurotrash movement, often dont stay 
in one shop, they travel Europe, 
working in different cities, each month. 
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Some notable 
artists 

Left;
Dmitrii
Drugakov

Right;
Lada 
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My contribution 
to the 

“Eurotrash” scene.
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A Questionnaire to gather 
up to date, unbiased public 

opinion on how Tattoos are 
percieved.

My Questions, sent 
out via Instagram, to 
a target population 
ranging from 
family in late teens, to 
friends in mid 
twenties.

Some interesting 
responses.
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A study into the general public 
reaction to a heavy coover of 

Tattoos vs none at all.
By: Onlyhuman, 2019.

A small social investigation was set up in London where 
a heavily Tattooed friendly man, would ask the 
general public if they would swap one of his bank notes 
into smaller cash. The twist is, the same man would then 
be covered in make- up for the next trial to see 
whether the general public hold any prejudice against 
people with large tattoo coverage. Two interesting 
opinions are stated below, and suggest that despite the 
UK’s acceptance of tattoos has increased, they still do 
play a very important role when it comes to first time 
perception from strangers, 
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One middle age man even asked, 
“Am I going to get mugged?”!
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Instagram:
Otto.illus

E-Mail:
tylerbbthorne@icloud.com


