
C o l l e c t i v e  I n t e n t

C o m m u n i t y  M a n i f e s t o

 + Each member of the community must play an important role.

 + Each member of the community must contribute through 

independent financial contributions, environmental management, 

resource management or distribution.

 + Each member must consider whether they will be participating in 

income sharing early on in their integration into the community.

 + The community is centred around egalitarianism and equal 

opportunity. 

 + The community’s core values must be shared by all inhabitants.

 + The community lives off the land, only adding to its environment.

 + The activities of the community must minimal-no negative 

environmental impact.

 + Any negative environmental impact must be offset through other 

protective endeavours.

 + The community must strive to protect native flora and fauna, with 

particular emphasis on the Curlew, the Nightjar and the Woodlark.

 + The community must constantly evaluate its waste production and 

usage, as well as defining what is waste, and what is useful.

 + The community must be designed to give each member enough 

space to live comfortably.

 + The community must be designed for each member to be able to 

sustain their diet off the land.

 + The community must have an integral relationship with the natural 

world. 

 + The community must be designed to allow each member to continue 

their relationship with the modern world outside of RAF Barnham.



R A F  B a r n h a m

S p e c i f i c  S i t e  C o n t e n t  &  A n a l y s i s .

M a i n  C i r c u l a t i o n  S i t e s

M a i n  O n - s i t e  R o a d s

S i t e  E n t r a n c e s

W a t e r  S o u r c e s

T h e t f o r d  H e a t h  N a t i o n a l 
N a t u r e  R e s e r v e  &  F o r m e r 
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A u g h t o n
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B o u n d a r y  B e l t

L o v e r ’ s  W a l k

E l e c t r i c a l 
F a c i l i t y

A u g h t o n 
S p i n n e y  B e l t

B a r n h a m
C a m p

G o r s e  I n d u s t r i a l 
E s t a t e  a n d  F o r m e r 

N u c l e a r  S t o r a g e 
F a c i l i t y

R A F  B a r n h a m  ( a l s o  c a l l e d  B a r n h a m  C a m p )  i s  a  R o y a l  A i r  F o r c e  s t a t i o n  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e 
E n g l i s h  c o u n t y  o f  S u f f o l k  2  m i l e s  ( 3 . 2  k m )  s o u t h  o f  t h e  N o r f o l k  t o w n  o f  T h e t f o r d .  I t  i s 
l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  B a r n h a m  o n  T h e t f o r d  H e a t h s .  T h e  c a m p  i s  a  s a t e l l i t e 
s t a t i o n  o f  R A F  H o n i n g t o n .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  a n d  6 0 s  a  p a r t  o f  R A F  B a r n h a m  w a s  s e t  a s i d e 
a s  h i g h - s e c u r i t y  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y  f o r  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s .  T h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  s i t e  i s  n o w  a 
s c h e d u l e d  m o n u m e n t .  I n  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 6 ,  i t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  R A F  B a r n h a m  w o u l d  c l o s e .



M A S T E R P L A N
Barnham Community



M a s t e r p l a n
C u l t i v a t i o n  -  P h a s e  3 :  R e w i l d i n g  &  G r o w i n g
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The Fence has been removed and 
replaced with softer boundaries; 
such as pathways and a change in 
the ground crops in accordance 
with a carefully curated crop 
placement strategy.

The area has undergone 
significant rewilding in 
accordance with the crop 
placement strategy;  but also 
to help provide future building 
materials   and create an 
amicable environment for the 
curlews,  nightjars and wood 
larks who live onsite at present.

T h i s  a x o  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t w o  s h o w i n g  t h e  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  c e n t r e s  o n - s i t e .  C u l t i v a t i o n  i s  t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  n o u r i s h m e n t  a n d  a l s o  i t s 
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y .  T h e  f o u r  m a j o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  h a p p e n i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  s i t e  -  i n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n 
C u l t i v a t i o n  -  a r e  d e m o l i t i o n  &  s a l v a g e ,  a d a p t i v e  r e u s e ,  n e w  b u i l d s  a n d  r e - w i l d i n g .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r  o n  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e 
l a n d  i s  k e p t  r u r a l  a n d  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  f o o d  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  r e - w i l d i n g  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  a n d  e m p t y  a r e a s  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  f l o r a  a n d  f a u n a  o n  t h e  s i t e .



M a s t e r p l a n
C o - E x i s t ,  C i v i c  E n d e a v o u r  &  C o t t a g e  I n d u s t r y  -  P h a s e  3 :  R e w i l d i n g  &  R e h o u s i n g
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The area has undergone 
significant rewilding in 
accordance with the crop 
placement strategy;  but also 
to help provide future building 
materials   and create an 
amicable environment for the 
curlews,  nightjars and wood 
larks who live onsite at present.

A number of  infi l 
buildings have been 
introduced as an ode to 
buildings which once 
stood onsite .  A fourth 
block has been added to 
replace one lost  in a f ire, 
restoring the symmetry 
the main court of  the 
site once had.

A new area of 
accommodation has 
been added to the 
north of  the site for 
privacy and a sense 
of  wild l iving.

T h i s  a x o  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  t w o  s h o w i n g  t h e  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  c e n t r e s  o n - s i t e .  C i v i c  E n d e a v o u r  a n d  C o t t a g e  I n d u s t r y  -  t h o u g h  s e p a r a t e l y  d e f i n e d  a r e a s  -  a r e  v e r y 
m u c h  i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  t y p o l o g i e s  b l e e d  a c r o s s  e a c h  z o n e ,  w i t h  r e g u l a r  a p p e a r a n c e s  f r o m  c r a f t e d  t i m b e r  t r u s s e s  a n d  t h e  a r c h  f o r m . 
T h e  s i t e  i s  e x t r e m e l y  r u r a l ;  w i t h  s o m e  a r e a s  r e w i l d e d  t o  g i v e  a s  m u c h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o w a r d s  e x i s t i n g  f l o r a  a n d  f a u n a  a s  t h e  h u m a n s  i n h a b i t i n g  R A F  B a r n h a m .



N o . 1  G r a n a r y
A x o n o m e t r i c

N o . 1  G r a n a r y  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  h o u s e  t h e  f u l l  p r o c e s s  o f  g r a i n ,  f r o m  g r o w t h  t o  s t o r a g e .  H o u s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u n d  c o v e r  s e c t i o n 
o f  t h e  c r o p  p l a n t i n g  m a s t e r p l a n ,  T h e  g r a i n  s i l o s  a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  f r o m  b o t h  t h e  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  a  g r a i n 
s t o r e  a n d  m i l l i n g  s t a t i o n  p r o c e s s i n g  t h e  g r a i n  i n t o  u s a b l e ,  s t o r a b l e  p r o d u c t  t o  b e  m o v e d  i n t o  t h e  b a k e r y  i n  c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t .

M i l l i n g  S t a t i o n

G r a i n  S t o r e

V e n t i l a t i o n  &  G r a i n 
M o v e m e n t  S y s t e m

G r a i n  S i l o s



G r o w h o u s e

E n c o u n t e r s  i n  t h e  C o m m u n e
T h e  g r o w h o u s e  i s  o f  g r e e n h o u s e  t y p o l o g y ,  m a k i n g  u s e  o f  n a t u r a l  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l  l i g h t  t o  g r o w  i n d o o r  p l a n t i n g  n a t u r a l l y 
a n d  a b u n d a n t l y .  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  o n  t h e  s i t e  c o m e s  b a c k  t o  c o m m o n i n g ;  m a k i n g  u s e  o f  e x i s t i n g  r e s o u r c e s 
a n d  n e w ,  m o d e s t  a n d  s i m p l y  e x e c u t e d  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  p r o v i d e  s u s t a i n a b l e  l i f e  f o r c e s  f o r  B a r n h a m  c o m m u n i t y  t o  t h r i v e .



C u l t i v a t i o n

E n c o u n t e r s  i n  t h e  C o m m u n e
T h e  a b o v e  i m a g e s  c a p t u r e  e x t e r i o r  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n e .  V a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  f a r m i n g  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  p a r t  i n  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ;  f o r m i n g  t h e 
p r e d o m i n a n t  w o r k l o a d  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  A b o v e  I  h a v e  s h o w n  a  v e g e t a b l e  f i e l d  -  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n 
o f  t h e  f o o d  e a t e n  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  -  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  e g g  f a r m  w h i c h  f o r m s  o n e  o f  t h e  s o l e  a n i m a l  p r o d u c t s  p r o d u c e d  o n  t h e  s i t e .  T h e  b u i l d i n g s 
s h o w n  a r e  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t y p o l o g i e s  -  s o m e  c o n c r e t e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  o n  G o r s e  i n d u s t r i a l  e s t a t e ,  a n d  s o m e  n e w e r ,  t i m b e r  s t y l e  s h e d s .



C o - E x i s t e n c e

E x p l o d e d  A x o n o m e t r i c
T h e  a r c h  i s  a  f o r m  r e p l i c a t e d  a c r o s s  R A F  B a r n h a m ,  s i m p l e  a n d  p r i m i t i v e .  A r c h e s  a r e  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  d e e p  r e s o n a n c e .  T h e y  e m b o d y  a n d  s y m b o l i z e  m a n y 
t h i n g s :  s t r e n g t h  a n d  s u p p o r t ,  l i g h t n e s s  a n d  o p e n n e s s  w i t h i n  d e n s i t y ,  t h r e s h o l d s  i n t o  l i m i n a l  s p a c e .  T h e  c o - l i v i n g  a t  R A F  B a r n h a m  s e e k s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a l l  o f 
t h e s e  t h i n g s ;  w i t h  l i g h t w e i g h t  s t r u c t u r a l  f r a m e s  j u x t a p o s e d  w i t h  d e n s e  a n d  c o m f o r t i n g  r a m m e d  e a r t h  w a l l s  w h i c h  r e p l i c a t e  c a v e - l i k e  f e e l i n g s  o f  c o m f o r t . 
I n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  t h e  a r c h  s e r v e s  t o  l i f t  t h e  e y e  ( a n d  s p i r i t )  u p w a r d s  t o  a  h i g h e r  p l a n e / i d e a l ;  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  m o v e  t o  a  n e w  y e t  o l d  c o m m u n a l  w a y  o f  l i v i n g .



C o - E x i s t e n c e
S e c t i o n s

T h e  s e c t i o n  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  s p l i t  l e v e l ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  c o m m u n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  b e  o p e n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  o n  t h e  l o w e r  l e v e l s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
o u t d o o r  s p a c e .  R a m m e d  e a r t h ,  l i m e  r e n d e r  ( c o o k e d  o n - s i t e )  a n d  a  v a u l t e d  c e i l i n g  p r o v i d e  a  c a v e - l i k e  c o s i n e s s  r e m i n d i n g  r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  t h e y  o w e  t h e i r 
c o m f o r t  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m ;  a n d  t h a t  m a t e r i a l s  l i k e  e a r t h  a n d  t i m b e r  a r e  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a  c o m m o n  r e s o u r c e  a s  f o o d  a n d  k n o w l e d g e .



C o - E x i s t e n c e
T i m b e r  C o n s t r u c t i o n  S t o r y :  F r o m  F e l l i n g  t o  B u i l d i n g

Plain Sawn

Quarter Sawn

Straight Grain

01.  Pine Trees are fel led onsite, 
during the waning phase of the 
moon, as this  produces t imber of 
higher density which is  less prone to 
cracking,  warping and infestation.

02.  The timber 
is  sawn, using 
various techniques 
depending on the 
usage of the lumber.  
The building frame 
wil l  priori t ise 
straight grain and 
quarter sawn.

03.  The timber is  airdried,  this is  done 
by building a lumber pi le perpendicular 
to the prevail ing wind; so the timber is 
exposed to enough air to dry i t  ef f iciently. 
Concrete blocks are used to l i f t  the f irst 
layer of t imber at least 1f t  of f  the f loor, 
and stickers are used to ensure adequate 
air  f low. The stack is  weighed down with 
more blocks,  ontop of a corrugated metal 
sheet.

04. The timber is  dressed, 
and posts are chosen 
according to knots and 
defects.  Holes are dri l led 
and the softwood is 
arranged, with hardwood 
dowels inserted to hold 
the timber together.  Over 
time the hardwood dowels 
expand, achieving moisture 
equil ibrium and creating 
strong, construction grade 
Brettstapel Timber.

06. The Brettstapel is  formed into the portal 
frame, in three pieces so that i t  can f i t  in the 
truck for the move from the timber factory, 
ready for assembly to f inish onsite. 

07.  The assembly of the Brettstapel Portal 
Frame is completed onsite.  Scaffolding 
assists with the build as well  as a small 
crane to l i f t  up the portal  frame.

05. The new Brettstapel 
Posts are formed into 
the necessary joists for 
the frame and connected 
using a double bracket 
and screw joint with a 
small  soft  movement pad 
included  behind to cater 
to any movement (this is 
more l ikely to occur with 
air  dried timber than ki ln 
dried timber due to the 
higher moisture content) . 



R A F  B a r n h a m

A  q u i e t  m o r n i n g  i n  t h e  c i v i c  c o u r t ,  m e m b e r s  r e l a x  o n  t h e  h e a t h l a n d  s i t t i n g  o n  b e n c h e s  m a d e  f r o m  r a m m e d  e a r t h  o f  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  l e f t o v e r 
f r o m  t h e  c o - e x i s t e n c e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  T h e  m a r k e t  i s  b e i n g  s e t  u p  r e a d y  f o r  a  d a y  o f  t r a d i n g  g o o d s  g r o w n  a n d  m a d e  o n - s i t e ,  d o n a t e d 
m i l i t a r y  v e h i c l e s  a s s i s t  i n  m o v i n g  g o o d s  a c r o s s  t h e  s i t e .  R e m n a n t s  f r o m  t h e  s i t e s  p a s t  s t i l l  s t a n d ,  a l l  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s 

i n c e n t i v e s  t o  r e d e s i g n  a  s p a c e  d e s i g n e d  f o r  c o n f l i c t  a n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  i n t o  a  p l a c e  w h i c h  c r e a t e s  n e w  l i f e ,  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  h a r m o n y . 

E n c o u n t e r s  i n  t h e  C o m m u n e



C u l t u r a l  C e n t r e

T h e  c u l t u r a l  c e n t r e  m a k e s  u s e  o f  e x i s t i n g  b r i c k  a n d  p u n c h e s  n e w ,  a r c h  s h a p e d  o p e n i n g s ,  s y m b o l i c  o f  t h e  o p e n n e s s  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o m m u n a l  e n d e a v o u r e d 
e x p l o r e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  m a s t e r p l a n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  k e e p i n g  t h e  i n f i l l  o f  b r i c k  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o p e n i n g s  n o t a b l e  a s  a n  o d e  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ’ s  h i s t o r y .  A s  s e e n 
e l s e w h e r e ,  s i m p l e  t i m b e r  t r u s s e s  a r e  r e s t o r e d  t o  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  a n d  p a r t i t i o n s  a r e  m a d e  f r o m  m e t a l  s c a v e n g e d  f r o m  t h e  t i n  r o o f s  o f 
d e m o l i s h e d  s t r u c t u r e s  e l s e w h e r e  o n  s i t e .  T h e  c u l t u r a l  c e n t r e s  a r e  e x p l o r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g ;  a n d  h o w  h i s t o r y  c a n  b e  h o n o u r e d  i n  s u b t l e  w a y s .

E n c o u n t e r s  i n  t h e  C o m m u n e



D i n i n g  H a l l
A x o n o m e t r i c

I n  t h e  m a s t e r p l a n ,  t h e  d i n i n g  h a l l  i s  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  l a y o u t .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  a  t y p i c a l  m i l i t a r y  h i e r a r c h y  w o u l d 
o f t e n  b e  o f f e r e d  t o  p r e s t i g i o u s  h o u s i n g  o r  a  m u s e u m  b u i l d i n g  t y p o l o g y .  I n  R A F  B a r n h a m ,  t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f 
a n  a n n u a l  c y c l e  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d  f o o d  p r o c e s s i n g  c o n c l u d e s  h e r e ;  i n  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  b u i l d i n g  o n - s i t e .

C o f f e e  Z o n e

C o o l  S t o r e

M a r k e t

K i t c h e n
C o m m u n a l 

D i n i n g



D i n i n g  H a l l

M a k i n g  u s e  o f  e x i s t i n g ,  h o d g e  p o d g e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  o n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  p i t c h e d  p a v i l i o n s  p r o v i d e s 
m a r v e l l o u s  o p e n  s p a c e  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  t o  e n j o y  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e  l a b o u r .  Q u i e t  m o r n i n g s  d r i n k i n g  c o f f e e  i n - b e t w e e n  w o r k i n g 
h o u r s  a r e  j u x t a p o s e d  w i t h  b u s t l i n g  e v e n i n g s  o f  c o m m u n a l  e a t i n g  a n d  d r i n k i n g ;  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  a c h i e v e d .

E n c o u n t e r s  i n  t h e  C o m m u n e



I n  t h e  i m a g e  a b o v e ,  w e  s e e  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  m a d e  d a i l y  a s  p a r t  o f  a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y .  A n  e v e n i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a b o u t  i n t e g r a t i n g  o l d  m i l i t a r y  v e h i c l e s  i n t o 
t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  r o u t i n e s ,  a  p l a n  t o  b u i l d  n e w  a  n e w  c a t t e r y ,  a  r e c a p  o n  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  m o d e l s .  T h e s e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t a k e  p l a c e  a r o u n d  a  t a b l e ,  r e - p u r p o s e d  f r o m 
o l d  s i g n s  f o u n d  o n  s i t e  b e f o r e  i t s  n e w  i n h a b i t a t i o n ;  a k i n  t o  w a r  t a l k s  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  h e r e  m a n y  m o o n s  a g o ;  b u t  m u c h  f r i e n d l i e r  t h i s  t i m e  a r o u n d .

C o n c l u d i n g  E n c o u n t e r

R A F  B a r n h a m
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