LIFE IN YANZRI BRICKS

A STUDY OF HISTORICAL THERESHOLD
IN GU LANGYU ISLAND

Influenced by the global economic tide, the economy dominates the discourse power
of the tertiary industry. The tertiary industry accounted for 58.3 percent of Xiamen's
GDP in 2022, and its historical tourism sector made a huge contribution. In this context,

the meaning of the history of southern Fujian has been redefined and reinterpreted. Start “f'th “ex;_)e_rl'en'ce“.
Meanwhile, fueled by the modern powerful media society, the eyeball economy is more Emphas[ze the_ |n|t|at|v_e of
active than ever before. Therefore, in order to enhance the business competitiveness of B : : : : : people in t?@{nstallatlon.
: . : : . y studying typology notice the Reinvestigate the site and get local
the history, being symbolized is the general trend of The Times. Yanzhi brick et / \
People's lives are deliberately guided into a simplified history where what you see is Besldsc ciieE T RIS ekl elRTises / Slanlistieliie ﬂowmti;h;gﬁﬁr
what you get - that's where the threshold comes in. As the economy prospered, the ; ﬁ : '
multiple narratives of historical memory were selectively forgotten. ; _JF DEVEI.OPMENT
— \ -
From 8 AD to the present 2023, Yanzhi brick as a building material carries the memory 4
of more than two thousand years of southern Fujian. The existing Yanzhi bricks have “g f

undergone transformation and evolution, and can give a unique interpretation of
Xiamen's historical threshold.
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE AND TYPE OF YANZHI BRCIKS

The Luerjiao Loop-Line Road near the Piano Pier is a
must for tour groups. At the end of the 19th century, there
were foreign consulates, Western villas, clubs, church
buildings and so on. In the first half of the 20th century,
overseas Chinese investment and construction made the
development of the block updated, added new branches,
and formed the overseas Chinese residential area in this
area.

Yanzhi bricks are found on a variety of
Most modern machine-made_bricks-are used to dec
hotels and other iral attractions. Older Y

bricks are relatively intact i ré
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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

19th-21th(Now) Styles have
been updated

over time:

Colonial
porch style

- A semicircular
arch porch

Secessionist

architecture

- Vertical line,
symmetrical axis,
Steel frame
construction

/L

Re-South Asia
architecture
style

- Ornamentalism,

tiled tiles, remade
smoked bricks

Modern
architecture

- Rationality and
activism

8
) Hesident Crowd Be interested in surroundings:
esiaen frequency
@OO0O0OOO
50-70 Know the Yanzhi brick:
vears EEEEEEE
Students Crowd Be interested in surroundings:
(Resident)  frequency
L) 1OIGI0]0]®
13-21 Know the Yanzhi brick:
Years . . . . .
: Crowd Be interested in surroundings:
Tour Guide frequency 000060 O O
25-35 Know the Yanzhi brick:
Years - . - -
Resident ;:r::qu:incy Be interested in surroundings:
0000000
50-70 Know the Yanzhi brick:
Years BEE
, Crowd Be interested in surroundings:
A Y Y Y Yelole
5-8/25-35 Know the Yanzhi brick:
Years . .
Media Crowd Be interested in surroundings:
Bloggers  frequency 0000000
50-70 Know the Yanzhi brick:
Years .




~ This is a cultural

~awakeningin
- response to an
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efficient society,
by experiencing

“the original
~ brick-making
technique.
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~ universe, the
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~Inancienttimes,
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restrictions
ontheuse
* ofcolorand
P ‘red generally

of cities, the
advancement
of brick and tile
technology,and
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of forbidden
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~ brick buildings
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.. the economy
~ prospered,
the multiple
“narratives
~ of historical
‘memory were
~ selectively
forgotten.
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steps, each with a different experience. By becoming a brick, we can feel that our own life and the life of the brick are closely connected. have a preliminary understanding of the bricks.

IMAGINE YUU ARE A BRICK Iron is what makes bricks and blood red. We can become the blood and life flowing inside the brick, step by step, accepting our own birth. There are four LOCA‘"ON GONTEXT Before tourists go into the scenic area, they will
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0-Steps for making 1-Extract shape 2-Assigned volume  3-Sentimental feelings 4-Transformation 5-People’s activities Aerial view of the four installations

Clay Preparation Triangle Interior space Crak- Light in dark

Molding Rectangular Corridor Be restrained View restriction Shape the soil

oo o S . '_
~ #location 3/

d

Drying Grid Outdoor space Sense of discipline Road restriction Resting

f)
-

~ Brickkiln.

Firing Arch Interior space Cold to Warm Color changing Get the brick
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All four installations use the same stacked structure, which is from Gulangyu Island. This structure is subdivided into four types. From restriction to freedom, there are
degrees of restriction correspond to different steps. (For example, STEP 2 is a state of gradual constraint, so it is composed of structures from 1 to 4)

From
restriction

Brick slab : Half size of
the normal size.

A UNIT: Threein a . o S .
stack. Brick (4X8X20) . #Location 1, 2 . #Location 2 - #Location 2,3

(Local structure)

four stages. Different

To
Less limitation

. #Location 2,4

# LOCATION 1 # LOCATION 2 # LOCATION 3

# LOCATION 4

________ ; )
-a'& Materiab™ o] [aeimaess, - fai 4 e -#Wash basin ©\ A é -------- #Activities n ---#Exchange
_ : in folkways ' ' 2 j
SRR e vending
_ : (Facade color) S machine
gold, brown sugar, rice, soil #Moulds
@ . - ~Q Sl on shelf
; #12000MM x #Simulation
———————— -+#Container P fb &-' :
#Moulds 12000MM x oca
=y ~5 ( Interaction
@ —Z 5/ -""on shelf 500MM ., Q (fuel, fire)
# Clay Ceiling # Clay Ceiling
—————————— #Ceiling Frame --------#Wooden Shelf

#Supporting Frame

---------- #Brick Shelf o
#Brick Facade b |

# Clay Floor

#Bricks facade

---------- #Wooden Frame




MATERIAL

The four installations are mainly made of yanzhi brick with auxiliary materials of wood and glass. The wood is small leaf rosewood, which is the customary building material used in Gulangyu Island and even
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Fujian region. Here, small leaf rosewood is mainly used for furniture and wooden structures. The bricks are bonded together with mortar, the original wall building technique.

#Yanzhi Bricks

Handmade Yanzhi brick
with irregular black lines
on the surface. With two
size: Brick and Brick Slab.

#Rosewood

For stools, sinks and
frames. Keep it retro. Use
local materials and keep
it local.

#Glass & Acrylic

Modern elements add

a little vitality to the
original handicraft. (The
brick mold's material)

#Clay
Materials for roof and

floor. The color matches
the color of the bricks.

# Concrete
Only in step 1, use different
colors to represent different

materials. It's shaped like
bricks.
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Only in Step 4
Interactive design of
the floor

southern

y
‘s
:l
.
B
i
.
'
52

ECHNICAL DRAWING

#Location 1 - Ceiling

#Location 3 - Seat

1. Clay Ceiling

2. Skylight (Wooden Frame)
3. Tertiary Structure

4. Brick Wall

5. Secondary Structure

6. Window

1. Tertiary Structure

2. Secondary Structure
3. Primary Structure

4. Brick Wall

5. Glass Brick

1. Wooden Surface
(1500MM x 1560MM x 25MM)

2. Wooden Side-Cover
(1500MM x 480MM x 25MM)

3. Bricks

1. Clay Ceiling
2. Tertiary Structure (Bricks)
3. Secondary Structure

4. Primary Structure




SITE MODEL (1:1250) CONCEPT MODELS (1:1) & DETAILED MODELS (1:16)

# Site Model: The contour line is five meters. With sea level as the horizon, the slope increases as you exit the Piano Pier. The slope is divided into five grades, the highest being 20m. Red thumbtacks represent the
locations of the four installations. The red lines show tourist routes in the area. It can be seen from the site model that the four installations are located on relatively flat ground.

# Concept Models: The scale of the Bricks is 1:16. In the "Life in Yanzhi Bricks "project, bricks are also made of this size. The model tested the stability of the underlying structure - three bricks stacked on top of each
other. This structure is very stable and can be stabilized without any other material support (such as steel or wood).

# Dtailed Modesl: People can make bricks of two sizes with brick molds. One is regular size and the other is half brick (brick slab). Each size of brick has three molds, each corresponding to a different number of one-
time production. One can put soil into the mold and then take the mold to the fourth stage to obtain the finished smoked brick by exchange. There will be enough moulds for people to take some away as souvenirs.
There are two reasons to use acrylic as a mold material. 1. Easy to clean and can be recycled. 2. Let people see the soil inside.

The detailed model is presented as part of STEP 2 as an example. Because the structure of STEP 2 covers all the different types of basic structures, it shows the process from low to high brick seam density. This
corresponds to the concept of "restriction” in the second step, a process from freedom to constraint. /STEP 2's installation is versatile. It exists both as a wall and as a shelf. The area where the brick sticks out is where
the brick mold will be placed./ There is a big banyan tree next to this site, which can provide shade for people. Outside the walls, there are also wooden chairs for people to rest on.




