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TH E CO LO U R  AL P H A B E T

Fo r  t h e  i n a u g ra l  e d i t i o n  of  S e a m  Z i n e,  we  h ave  d e c i d e d  to 
i n c o r p o rate  ‘ T h e  C o l o u r  A l p h a b et ’  by  C o l o u r Ad d  to  h i g h l i g ht  t h e 

c o l o u r s  of  g a r m e nt s  a n d  i m a g e s .

T h e s e  sy m b o l s  w i l l  b e  v i s i b l e  t h ro u g h o u t  o u r  d i g i t a l  m a g a z i n e,  a c c e s s e d 
t h ro u g h  t h e  va r i o u s  Q R  c o d e s  a c ro s s  t h e  Z i n e,  to  a l l ow  fo r  u s e r s  w i t h 
c o l o u r  i m p a i r m e nt s  a c c e s s  a n d  re c o g n i s e  t h e  va r i et y  of  c o l o u r s  t h ro u g h o u t 
t h i s  z i n e.  B e l ow  i s  t h e  c o d e  t h at  c a n  b e  fo l l owe d  to  u n d e r st a n d  w h at  sy m b o l 
c o r re s p o n d s  to  e a c h  c o l o u r.

Five graphic symbols,  repres ent the Primar y C olors 
(Blue,  Yellow, Red) plus White and Black .

Through the acquired knowledge of the “C olor Addition Theor y ”,  the C ode 
Symbols c an be related and the entire color pallet identified.

All  C olour Symbols
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A Tr i b u t e  To  Th o s e 
W i t h  A De e p e r  V i s i o n . . .

MA N I F E STO

3

T h e  fa s h i o n  i n d u st r y  i s  a  b u s i n e s s  fo c u s e d  o n  t h e  i d e a  of  l o o ks ,  a e st h et i c s 
a n d  b e a u t y.  S e a m  i s  l e s s  i nte re ste d  i n  fa s h i o n  b u t  rat h e r   st yle.. . 

S t y l e  i s  n ot  c l ot h i n g ,  m ate r i a l s  o r  c o l o u r s .  S t y l e  i s  n ot  s o m et h i n g  t h at  c a n 
b e  p a c ka g e d ,  s o l d  a n d  l eft  o n  t h e  b e d ro o m  f l o o r.

S t y l e  i s  t h e  i nt a n g i b l e s  a n d  fe e l i n g s  w h i c h  t ra n s c e n d s  fa s h i o n  a n d  a l l ows 
o u r  re a d e r s  to  ex p re s s  t h e i r  i d e nt i t y  f re e l y.  W i t h o u t  t h e  a n x i et y  t h at  c o m e s 
f ro m  t h e  awa re n e s s  of  o u r  b o d i e s .

S t y l e  i s  t h e  i nto n at i o n  of  yo u r  vo i c e,  yo u r  s e n s e  of  h u m o u r,  t h e  t h i n g s 
w h i c h  m a ke  yo u  s c re a m  w i t h  a n g e r  o r  c r y  of  l a u g hte r.

S o m et h i n g  t h at  i s  t r u l y  u n i q u e,

S t y l e  i s  m o re  t h a n  w h at  i s  s e e n  at  f i r st  s i g ht

I n  t h i s  i s s u e  we  c e l e b rate  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h o  h ave  t r u e  st y l e. 

N o  c h o i c e  b u t  to  l i ve  t h e i r  l i ve s  o n  s o m et h i n g  d e e p e r  t h a n  w h at  c a n  b e 
s e e n  w i t h  o u r  eye s . 

Pe o p l e  w h o  w i l l  a l ways  h ave  st y l e  b e c a u s e  i t s  t h e  o n l y  way  t h ey  a re  fe l t , 
h e a rd  a n d  s e e n .

S e a m  i s  h ow  we  a re  b i n d e d  to g et h e r  t h ro u g h  d i ffe re nt  l aye r s  of  b e i n g , 
c e l e b rat i n g  a n d  we l c o m i n g  o u r  st y l e  i nto  e a c h  ot h e r s  l i ve s .
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MA ST H E A D

Se a m  Z i n e 
I s s u e  1

‘S i g htfe e l i n g ’

Fe at u re   1
Photographer s 
Da n i e l  D u c a s s e,  A i e s h a 

Ac c o u c h e,  J o e  Fe r n a n d ez

Talent
M a r r i u s  P i c h ay,  O l e ks a n d r 

A r y ku ,  M i xo  M b u n g e l a , 

Za a h i ra h  W i l d e  &  A l exa n d ra 

B u r to n - J o n e s

Styling Assistant
J o e  Fe r n a n d ez

Styling
M o d e l s  O w n

Fe at u re   2
Photographer 

J o e  Fe r n a n d ez

Talent
G i a n l u c a  L a  V i l l a ,  R y  R u s h , 

Zo e  B u tc h e r,  A z i z  A n i t y, 

T h o m a s  B ra d fo rd ,  L aya l 

B a l u b a i d ,  C h a r l otte  H o l l y, 

S e re n  T h o m a s  &  Freya  E a st

Styling
M o d e l s  O w n

Set D esigner
J o e  Fe r n a n d ez

Set Assistant s
A l exa n d ra  B u r to n - J o n e s , 

Freya  E a st  &  R y  R u s h

Fe at u re   3
Photographer

J o e  Fe r n a n d ez

Talent
M a r r i u s  P i c h ay  &  C e l i a n 

D ewa s m e s

Clothing & Accessories
S i l k  S h i r t  -  G i a n l u c a  L a 

V i l l a ,  S h e l l  H e a r i n g  A i d 

-  Freya  E a st  &  S h e l l  H a i r 

C l i p s  -  J o e  Fe r n a n d ez

Set & Styling Assistant s
A i e s h a  Ac c o u c h e  &  Freya 

E a st

Styling
J o e  Fe r n a n d ez

Sp e c i a l  Th a n ks To  . . .
A l exa n d ra  B u r to n - J o n e s ,  T h o m a s  B ra d fo rd ,  L aya l  B a l u b a i d ,  Freya  E a st , 

Ewa  B e s c i a k ,  C h a r l otte  H o l l y,  E m i l  S u m ovs k i j ,  Ly n d a  F i t z wate r,  t h e  U CA 

P h oto g ra p hy  D e p a r t m e nt  &  A n d rew  Wa r re n .

M a n i fe sto  Wr i te r  -  J o e  Fe r n a n d ez ,  I nte r v i ew ’s  Wr i te r  -  J o e  Fe r n a n d ez , 

A r t i c l e  Wr i te r  -  W i l l  Ro b i n s ,  Pa i nt i n g  -  G h i s h l a n  R a n c h o u x ,  I nte r v i ewe e s , 

A l ex  C owa n  &  J e n ny  G ra h a m
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CO N T E N T S

4.        Ma n i f e s t o

 18.    An  In t e r v i e w 
W i t h  A l e x  Co w a n 

7.

28.5

35.
 Fa s h i o n  Fo r  Th o u g h t    

37.      In  Fo c u s

40.

6

45.      A Qu i c k 
Co n v o  w i t h  Je n n y 
G r a h a m

CO N T E N T S



F U N C T I O N 
F E E L I N G&

Dec ades ago, clothes were more accessible towards people with dis abil it ies. 
There were t ailors that would design clothes using techniques such as wrapping to 

make clothes comfor t able and custom suited to the pers on wearing it . 

Nowadays,  clothes for people with dis abil it ies are focus ed on function over feeling. 
This feature aims to imagine the idea of clothes coming back to being t ailored for the 
model and worn in creative ways to create comfor t whilst  sti l l  making the model feel 

confident and good in what they are wearing.
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Wh a t Is  Yo u r  Na m e?

Wh a t Ar e  Yo u r  G a r m e n t s?

Wh y Ar e  Th ey 
Im p o r t a n t To  Yo u?

M a r r i u s

T- S h i r t s 
f ro m  SZ A  & 
T h e  P ro d i g y 
C o n c e r t s

T h e y  a re  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m e 
a s  t h e y  a re  t - s h i r t s  f ro m  t h e 
f i r s t  e v e r  c o n c e r t s  I  w e n t  t o. 

T h e y  a re  s e n t i m e n t a l  t o  m e  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f r i e n d s  I  w e n t 

w i t h  a n d  b e c a u s e  I  re a l l y 
c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e i r  m u s i c .

Ph oto g ra p h e d  by  Da n i e l  Du c a s s e
Mo d e l l e d  &  St y l e d  by  Ma r r i u s  P i c h ay

As s i ste d  by  Jo e  Fe r n a n d ez



Wh a t Is  Yo u r  Na m e?

FU N C T I O N  &  FE E L I N G

Wh a t Ar e  Yo u r  G a r m e n t s?

S a s h a

A  g re e n 
c a m of l a g u e 

z i p - u p  f l e e c e 
a n d  a  d a r k 

g re e n  k n i tte d 
j u m p e r.
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Wh y Ar e  Th ey Im p o r t a n t To  Yo u?

I  t h i n k  a b o u t  m y  g ra n d fa t h e r  w h e n  I  w e a r  t h e s e 
c l o t h e s .  I  b o u g h t  t h e m  w h i l s t  w i t h  h i m  i n  a  c h a r i t y 

s h o p  a n d  w e  m a d e  h i s  f i r s t  B e R e a l  t h e re  a t  t h a t 
m o m e n t ,  s o  i t  b r i n g s  b a c k  g o o d  m e m o r i e s  o f  h i m . 

Ph oto g ra p h e d  by  Da n i e l  Du c a s s e

Mo d e l l e d  &  St y l e d  by  O l e ks a n d r  Ar y ku

As s i ste d  by  Jo e  Fe r n a n d ez



Wh a t Is  Yo u r  Na m e?

A l ex
Wh a t Is  Yo u r  G a r m e n t?

A  u n i o n - j a c k  b e l t
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Wh y Is  It Im p o r t a n t To  Yo u?

I  c h o s e  t h i s  b e l t ,  a s  i t s  s o m e t h i n g  I  w o u l d ’ v e 
l o v e d  t o  w e a r  w h e n  I  wa s  y o u n g e r.  I  t h i n k  i t 
m a ke s  a  s t a t e m e n t  a n d  a l s o  j u xt a p o s e s  m y 
i d e n t i t y  a s  a  b l a c k  b r i t i s h  w o m a n ,  w h i c h  i s  w h y  I 
l o v e  i t . 

Ph oto g ra p h e d  by  Jo e  Fe r n a n d ez

Mo d e l l e d  &  St y l e d  by 

A l exa n d ra  Bu r to n-Jo n e s 14

FU N C T I O N  &  FE E L I N G



Wh a t Is  Yo u r  Na m e?

M i xo Ph oto g ra p h e d  by  A i e s h a  Ac c o u c h e

Mo d e l l e d  &  St y l e d  by  M i xo  Mb u n g e l a
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Wh a t Ar e  Yo u r  G a r m e n t s?

A  g re e n ,  g ray, 
b l a c k  a n d  w h i te 
k n i tte d  st r i p e d 
swe ate r.

Wh y Ar e  Th ey Im p o r t a n t To  Yo u?

I t  re m i n d s  m e  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  T h e 
m a n y  d i f fe re n t  c o l o u r s  t h a t  t h e 
e a r t h  b r i n g s  a s  w e l l  a s  i t  b e i n g 

m y  fa v o u r i t e  c o l o u r,  w h i c h  I  l i ke 
w e a r i n g ,  g re e n .

16
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An 
In t e r v i e w 
W i t h  A l e x 
Co w a n

SZ  -  T h a n k  yo u  ve r y  m u c h  fo r  j o i n i n g 

m e  to d ay  A l ex ,  h ow  a re  yo u ? 

AC-  I ’ m  g o o d  t h a n k  yo u ,  I ’ ve  j u st  c o m e 

b a c k  f ro m  a  l ove l y  h o l i d ay  i n  C o st a  R i c a , 

s o  I ’ m  c h i l l e d  o u t  a n d  I ’ m  l ov i n g  l i fe. 

SZ  –  A m a z i n g !  We l l ,  we  w i l l  st a r t  off 

re l a xe d  t h e n ,  w h at  i s  yo u r  n a m e  a n d  c a n 

yo u  te l l  u s  a b o u t  t h e  wo r k  t h at  yo u  d o. 

AC  –  M y  n a m e  i s  A l ex  C owa n ,  I  wo r k 

a s  a  p ro j e c t  a rc h i v i st  at  t h e  N at i o n a l 

D i s a b i l i t y  A r t s  C o l l e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s 

a  l o n g st a n d i n g  p ro j e c t  b a s e d  at  t h e 

U n i ve r s i t y  of  B u c k i n g h a m s h i re.  I  h e l p e d 

d eve l o p  t h e  i n i t i a l  a p p l i c at i o n  to  t h e 

l otte r y  to  d eve l o p  a n d  d e l i ve r  t h e 

a rc h i ve.

T h e  N DACA  c ove r s  t h e  h i sto r y  of  U K 
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d i s a b i l i t y  a r t s  f ro m  a ro u n d  1 9 80  to  t h e 

p re s e nt ,  i t  p r i m a r i l y  fo c u s e s  o n  t h e  l i v i n g 

ex p e r i e n c e  of  d i s a b i l i t y  b u t  a  p a r t  of  t h at 

a l s o  h a s  p a r t i c u l a r  re l eva n c e  a n d  p a ra l l e l s 

w i t h  t h e  h i sto r y  of  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e s 

st r u g g l e s  fo r  c i v i l  r i g ht s  I n  t h e  U K  at  t h e 

s a m e  t i m e,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  1 9 9 0 s  b u t  of 

c o u r s e  t h at  st r u g g l e  l i ve s  o n  to d ay. 

We  h o l d  a  c o l l e c t i o n  of  wo r k  c re ate d  by 

d i s a b l e d  a r t i st s  w h i c h  fa l l s  i nto  t h e  c ate g o r y 

of  t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  a r t s  m ove m e nt .  S o m e 

p e o p l e  s ay  t h i s  a r t  i s  a  m ove m e nt  s u c h 

a s  s u r re a l i s m  o r  i m p re s s i o n i s m  a n d  t h e 

c o m m o n  c r i te r i a  fo r  t h i s  i s  t h at  i t  h a s  to  b e 

a r t  a b o u t  t h e  l i ve d  ex p e r i e n c e  of  d i s a b i l i t i e s 

i n  s o m e  way. 

SZ  –  T h at ’s  s u p e r  i nte re st i n g , 

wo u l d  yo u  b e  a b l e  to  m ay b e 

g o  i nto  m o re  d et a i l  a b o u t 

t h e  N DACA’s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n 
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AN IN T E R V I E W W I T H  AL E X COWA N

d o c u m e nt i n g  t h e  d i s a b l e d  a r t s  s c e n e  i n 

t h e  U K  ove r  t h e  l a st  2 0  ye a r s ,  b e c a u s e 

I  t h i n k  t h e  s h e e r  s i ze  of  wo r k  t h at  i t  h a s 

d o n e  i s  a m a z i n g .  

AC  –  T h e re’s  n o  ot h e r  c o l l e c t i o n 

l i ke  i t  a ny w h e re  i n  t h e  wo r l d .  T h e re 

a re  o bv i o u s l y  d i s a b l e d  a r t i st s  wo r k i n g 

s o l e l y  i n  ot h e r  c o u nt r i e s ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  w h at 

m a ke s  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  s o  u n i q u e  i s  t h at 

fa c t  t h at  f i r st l y  i t s  m u l t i m e d i a .  I t  c ove r s 

eve r y t h i n g  f ro m  s c u l pt u re  to  e m b ro i d e r y 

&  fa b r i c  wo r k  a n d  ot h e r  v i s u a l  a r t  to 

a u d i o  a r t  a s  we l l .  T h e re’s  n o  o n e  fo r m at 

t h at  t h e  a r t i st s  fo c u s  o n  a n d  i t  i n c l u d e s 

a r t i st s  w i t h  a  f u l l  ra n g e  of  d i s a b i l i t i e s 

f ro m  a r t i st s  w i t h  p hys i c a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  to 

n e u ro d i ve rg e nt  a n d  a r t i st s  w i t h  l e a r n i n g 

d i ff i c u l t i e s . 

T h e  fo u n d e r  of  t h e  c o n c e pt  wa s  a 

d i s a b l e d  a r t i st  c a l l e d  To ny  H e ato n  w h o 

re a l i s e d  t h at  wo r k  by  d i s a b l e d  a r t i st s 

wa s n’ t  n e c e s s a r i l y  re p re s e nte d  i n 

t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  t h ey  we re  q u i te  ofte n 

ove r s h a d owe d ,  o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s 

d i d n’ t  u n d e r st a n d  w h at  t h e  a r t  wa s  f u l l y 

exa m i n i n g  w h i c h  m e a nt  d i s a b l e d  a r t i st s 

we re  ofte n  h e s i t a nt  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  a n d 

p u b l i c i s i n g  t h e i r  wo r k .   T h ey  wo r ke d 

w i t h  a  c h a r i t y  c a l l e d  S h a p e,  w h i c h  h a s 

b e e n  r u n n i n g  fo r  4 0  ye a r s ,  w h i c h  ex i st s 

to  d eve l o p  t h e  c a re e r  of  d i s a b l e d  a r t i st s 

i n  t h e  U K .  

T h e  f i r st  t h i n g  t h at  st r u c k  m e  w h e n  I  f i r st 

st a r te d  wo r k  o n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  wa s  t h e 

r u n  t h e at re  c o m p a ny  G ray  Eye,  w h o  d i d  t h e 

o p e n i n g  c e re m o ny  fo r  t h e  Pa ra l y m p i c s  o r 

L i z  C a r r  t h e  a c to r  w h o  h a s  b e e n  i n  m a ny 

s h ows .

S o m e  of  t h e  a r t i st s  we  h ave  wo r ke d  w i t h 

h ave  m a d e  t h e  m a i n st re a m  a n d  a re  we l l 

k n ow n  i n  t h e i r  ow n  r i g ht  a s  i n d i v i d u a l  a r t i st s 

rat h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  a  p a r t  of  a  c o l l e c t i ve. 

T h e re’s  a  s ay i n g  i n  d i s a b i l i t y  r i g ht s ,  ‘ N ot h i n g 

a b o u t  u s  w i t h o u t  u s’  a  p h ra s e  b o r rowe d 

f ro m  t h e  a nt i - a p a r t h e i d  m ove m e nt  f ro m  t h e 

80 s .  I  t h i n k  t h at ’s  t h e  m o st  i m p o r t a nt  re a s o n 

fo r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  m e a n s  n o b o d y 

s p e a ks  fo r  t h e s e  a r t i st s  b u t  t h e m s e l ve s 

rat h e r  t h a n  t a k i n g  i nto  c o n c e r n  t h e  a r t i st i c 

c o n s i d e rat i o n s  of  t h e  m a i n st re a m .  T h at 

g o e s  r i g ht  d ow n  to  t h e  d e s c r i pt i o n s  of  o u r 

wo r k ,  w h e re  a  n o r m a l  c at a l o g u e  w r i te r  m i g ht 

n ot  h ave  t h e  ex p e r i e n c e  to  a d e q u ate l y 

d e s c r i b e  t h e  a r t  t h at  t h ey  a re  c at a l o g u i n g . 

SZ  –  S o  I  g u e s s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  h av i n g 

p e o p l e  t h at  a re  re a l l y  e m b e d d e d  i n  t h e 

c u l t u re  of  d i s a b l e d  a r t s  re a l l y  m a ke s  t h e 

N DACA  s o  key  to  s h a r i n g  t h e s e  i m p o r t a nt 

sto r i e s .  T h at ’s  re a l l y  a m a z i n g .   I n  t h e  l a st 

2 0  ye a r s  h ow  h ave  yo u  s e e n  t h e  d i s a b i l i t y 

a r t s  s c e n e  evo l ve  w i t h i n  i n  t h e  U K  a n d  w h at 

ro l e  h a s  yo u r s e l f  a n d  t h e  N DACA  p l aye d  i n 

p re s e r v i n g  a n d  c o nt i n u i n g  to  p re s e r ve  t h at 

h i sto r y 

AC  -  I ’d  s ay  t h e  p a r t  p l aye d  d i re c t l y  by 

N DACA  i n  t h i s  re g a rd  i s  q u i te  m i n o r,  I  t h i n k  i s 

i m p o r t a nt  to  t h i s  wo r k  s h o u l d  b e  p re s e r ve d . 

A n d  d o u b l y  i m p o r t a nt  g i ve n  t h at  q u i te  a  l ot 

of  a r t  p ro d u c e d  by  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  i s  i n 

m e d i a  t h at  h a s  q u i te  a  s h o r t  l i fe  s p a n ,  d u e 

to  t h e  m ate r i a l s  t h at  t h ey  a re  c re ate d  f ro m . 

T h e re  a re  a  few  wo r ks  i n  o i l  a n d  s o m e  i n 

sto n e  b u t  m o st l y  we  h ave  t h i n g s  d raw n  i n  fe l t 

t i p,  t h i n g s  d raw n  o n  w i p e a b l e  w h i te b o a rd s , 

t h i n g s  p ro d u c e d  w i t h  t h e  b e st  m ate r i a l s  t h at 

t h o s e  a r t i st s  c o u l d  affo rd ,  w h i c h  ofte n  d o n’ t 

h ave  l o n g ev i t y.  B e c a u s e  d i s a b l e d  a r t i st s  s a d l y 

d o n’ t  e n j oy  c a re e r s  o r  eve n  l i fe s p a n s  a s  l o n g 

a n d  a s  p o p u l a r  a s  s o m e  a r t i st s  m i g ht  d o,  i t ’s 

q u i te  e a sy  fo r  t h i n g s  to  b e  l o st .  I  f i n d  i t  q u i te 

i ro n i c  t h at  s o m e  d i s a b l e d  a r t i st s  we re  ve r y 

e a r l y  d i g i t a l  a d o pte r s .  T h e  fa c t  t h at  t h ey  we re 

u s i n g  ve r y  p r i m i t i ve  c o m p u te r s  to  p ro d u c e 

t h e i r  a r t wo r k  fo r  re a s o n s  of  a c c e s s  h a s  l e d  to 

g re ate r  p ro b l e m s  t h at  m i g ht  b e  fa c e d  by  m o re 

a n d  m o re  m a i n st re a m  a r t i st s  b e c a u s e  t h e 

s oft wa re  i t s e l f  i s  i n h e re nt l y  f ra g i l e. 

I  t h i n k  t h e  m o st  i m p o r t a nt  t h i n g  yo u  c a n  d o  i s 

p re s e r ve  a n d  m a ke  p e o p l e,  i n c l u d i n g  d i s a b l e d 

c o nte m p o ra r y  a r t i st s ,  awa re  of  t h e  h e r i t a g e 

t h at  ex i st s  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  i t .  I  t h i n k  t h e 

m o st  i nte re st i n g  t h i n g  a b o u t  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a r t s , 
i s  a s  I  m e nt i o n e d ,  h ow  s o m e  of  i t  c a n  q u i c k l y  b e c o m e  m a i n st re a m .  I  d o n’ t  m e a n  t h at  i n  t h e 

n e g at i ve  c o ntext  I  j u st  m e a n  t h at  i n  te r m s  of  a u d i e n c e  re a c h  w h e n  a n  a r t i st  c e a s e s  to  b e 

s e e n  o n l y  by  d i s a b l e d  a u d i e n c e s  a n d  b e c o m e s  s o m et h i n g  t h at  i s  m o re  w i d e l y  k n ow n . 

I  s u p p o s e  yo u  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  s a m e  w i t h  fa s h i o n  d e s i g n e r s  w h e n  t h ey  st a r t  o u t  s m a l l  a n d 

n i c h e.  O r  w i t h  a l l  of  t h e  fa s h i o n  t re n d s  w h i c h  m i g ht  b e  f ro m  a  p o r t i o n  of  s o c i et y  t h at  a re 

m a rg i n a l i s e d .  T h ro u g h  re p et i t i o n  a n d  d eve l o p m e nt ,  i t  m ove s  i nto  t h e  m a i n st re a m ,  s u c h 

a s  fa s h i o n  t re n d s  a d o pte d  f ro m  LG BTQ  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e re  a re  m a ny  exa m p l e s  of  t h i s 

t h ro u g h o u t  fa s h i o n  a n d  I  t h i n k  i t ’s  j u st  a n ot h e r  i nte re st i n g  exa m p l e,  of  w h at  st a r te d  o u t  a s 

a n  m a rg i n a l i s e d  c u l t u re  o r  c u l t u ra l  ex p re s s i o n  b e c o m e s  p o p u l a r  a n d  m o re  m a i n st re a m .  I 

f i n d  t h at  fa s c i n at i n g .  

H o n e st l y,  p e o p l e  a re  a l ways  l o o k i n g  fo r  t h e  n ew,  fo r 
t h e  d i ffe re nt  a n d  I  t h i n k  N DACA  m a ke s  i t  p o s s i b l e  fo r 
p e o p l e  to  g o  o n  a  voya g e  of  d i s c ove r y  a b o u t  d i s a b i l i t y 

a r t s  i n  t h e  s a m e  way. 

a m o u nt  of  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d ,  i n 

t h e i r  ow n  te r m s ,  e nte re d  t h e 

m a i n st re a m .  T h at  m i g ht  b e 

p e o p l e  l i ke  J e n ny  S e e l y  w h o 

i s  t h e  d i re c to r  of  t h e  d i s a b i l i t y 
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SZ  -  T h at ’s  re a l l y  i nte re st i n g ,  I  t h i n k  ex p a n d i n g  o n  t h at ,  yo u  t a l ke d  a b o u t  d i g i t a l  a r t , 

fa s h i o n  a n d  yo u ’ ve  c o m m e nte d  b r i ef l y  o n  t h e  d i ffe re nt  t y p e s  of  a r t  t h at  a  l ot  of  d i s a b l e d 

a r t i st s  h ave  d o n e.  I n  yo u r  t i m e  a s  a n  a rc h i v i st ,  i s  t h e re  a ny  fo r m s  of  a r t i st i c 

ex p re s s i o n  t h at  yo u  t h i n k  a re  m ay b e  l e s s  c o m m o n l y  s e e n  i n  t h e  d i s a b l e d  a r t s 

c o m m u n i t y ?  A n d  w hy  d o  yo u  t h i n k  t h at  i s?  A l s o,  I  g u e s s ,  ex p a n d i n g  o n  t h at , 

‘My Magic Fan (with noisy machine)’
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w h at  a re  t h e  m o st  c o m m o n  t y p e s  of  a r t 

t h at  yo u  s e e,  I f  t h e re  a re  a ny ? 

AC  -  T h at ’s  a  d i ff i c u l t  o n e  to  a n swe r. 

I  wo u l d  s ay  p ro b a b l y  t h e  b i g g e st  m o st 

n ot i c e a b l e  t h i n g  i s  h ow  q u i c k l y  a ny 

s o r t  of  a r t wo r k  b e c o m e s  p o p u l a r  a n d 

a c q u i re s  va l u e. 

Da m i a n  H u r st  h a s  b e e n  p ro d u c i n g 

i m a g e s  of  d i s a b i l i t y  t h ro u g h o u t  h i s 

c a re e r  a n d  by  d i nt  of  w h e re  h e  i s ,  a n d 

t h e n  w h e re  h e  s i t s  w i t h i n  w i t h  t h e 

a r t i st i c  wo r l d ,  ve r y  q u i c k l y  b e c o m e s 

q u i te  c o m m o n  c u r re n c y.  A n d  I  t h i n k  i t 

t a ke s  l o n g e r  fo r  a  d i s a b l e d  a r t i st  w h o 

u s e s  t h e i r  wo r k  to  c o m m e nt  o n  t h e 

ex p e r i e n c e  of  d i s a b i l i t y  to  a c h i eve  fa m e, 

fo r  wa nt  of  a  b ette r  te r m .  I  wo u l d n’ t  s ay 

t h at  t h e re  i s  a ny  m e d i a  t h at  d i s a b l e d 

a r t i st s  d o n’ t  wo r k  i n ,  n ot  t h at  I ’ m  awa re 

of.  W h at ’s  q u i te  i nte re st i n g  i s  t h at  I 

t h i n k  t h e re  a re  s o m e  a re a s  t h at  a re 

exc l u s i ve l y  i n  t h e  p re s e r ve  of  d i s a b l e d 

a r t i st s .  O n e  of  t h e  t re n d s  t h at  we’ re 

o n l y  j u st  st a r t i n g  to  p i c k  u p  o n ,  i s  t h e 

fa c t  t h at  3 D  p r i nte r s  a l l ow  fo r  d i s a b l e d 

p e o p l e  to  d e s i g n  t h e i r  ow n  p ro st h e s i s . 

W h i l st  t h i s  i s  m a i n l y  a n  A m e r i c a n  t re n d , 

t h e  a r t wo r k  t h at  i s  b e i n g  p ro d u c e d  to 

m a n u fa c t u re  a r t i f i c i a l  a r m s  o r  h a n d s , 

i s  s o  fa r  away  f ro m  w h at  t h e  N H S  o r 

m e d i c a l  m a n u fa c t u re r s  p rov i d e.  Fo r  i t  to 

b e  s e e n  a s  a r t wo r ks  i n  t h e i r  ow n  r i g ht  I 

f i n d  t h at  ve r y  i nte re st i n g .  

P ro b a b l y  o n e  of  t h e  m o st  l o a d e d  p i e c e s 

of  a r t i st r y  i s  a  s e l f- p o r t ra i t .  Lot s  of 

p a i nt  t h e m s e l ve s  a n d  o u r  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  f i l l e d 

w i t h  s e l f- p o r t ra i t s ,  q u i te  a  l ot  of  t h e m  n u d e. 

T h e re  i s  o bv i o u s l y  a  m i s s i o n  i n  t h e  m i n d s  of 

t h e s e  a r t i st s  w h o  c re ate  t h e s e  p a i nt i n g s , 

to  re c a pt u re  t h e i r  ow n  b o d y  a n d  I  f i n d  t h at 

m a ke s  s e l f- p o r t ra i t s  by  t h e  a r t i st s  we  h o l d , 

I  t h i n k  m o re  p owe r f u l .  B e c a u s e  t h e re’s  a 

w h o l e  l aye r  of  ow n e r s h i p  of  yo u r  b o d y  a n d 

h av i n g  c o nf i d e n c e  o r  a  l a c k  of  s h a m e  i n  yo u r 

b o d y,  p l ays  a  ro l e  t h at  i t  m i g ht  n ot  p l ay  fo r 

a n  a r t i st  i n  a  d i ffe re nt  s i t u at i o n  c o m i n g  f ro m 

a  d i ffe re nt  a n g l e.  T h at ’s  n ot i c e a b l e  i n  eve r y 

c o l l e c t i o n  of  v i s u a l  a r t  t h at  we  a c q u i re, 

w h et h e r  p e o p l e  p a i nt  o r  d raw  a s  a n  i m a g e  o r 

a n  ex p re s s i o n ,  t h e re  a re  a l ways  t h e s e  s e l f-

p o r t ra i t  i m a g e s  t h at  a re  re a l l y  q u i te  l o a d e d 

w i t h  m e a n i n g  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  b e c a u s e 

ot h e r  i n st i t u t i o n s  a re  c o n st a nt l y  t r y i n g  to 

ow n  n e g at i ve  i m a g e s  fo r  t h e m s e l ve s ,  a n d  I 

f i n d  t h at  ve r y  i nte re st i n g . 

SZ  –  Ye a h  d ef i n i te l y,  t h at ’s  a m a z i n g ,  f ro m 

a n  o u t s i d e r ’s  p e r s p e c t i ve  I  n eve r  wo u l d ’ ve 

t h o u g ht  a b o u t  i t  l i ke  t h at  b u t  t h at ’s  ve r y 

e n l i g hte n i n g . 

AC  -   I n  a  fa s h i o n  c o ntext ,  b efo re  yo u 

d re s s  yo u r s e l f  a n d  i n  st y l e  &  fa s h i o n ,  yo u 

h ave  to  wo r k  o n  t h e  a s s u m pt i o n  t h at  t h e 

b o d y  yo u  b r i n g  to  b e  c l ot h e d ,  d o e s n’ t 

n e c e s s a r i l y  b e l o n g  to  yo u  o r  i t  s e e m s  i n 

s o c i et y  l i ke  i t  d o e s n’ t  b e l o n g  to  yo u ,  a n d  I 

a l s o  t h i n k  t h at  g i ve s  a  w h o l e  d i ffe re nt  l aye r 

to  s e l f- ex p re s s i o n 

SZ  –  T h at ’s  a  re a l l y  a m a z i n g  re s p o n s e 

a n d  a b s o l u te l y.  M y  n ext  q u e st i o n  to  yo u 

wo u l d  b e,  h ow  d o  yo u  t h i n k  t h e  d i s a b l e d  a r t s 

s c e n e  i n  t h e  U K  h a s  i nf l u e n c e d  m a i n st re a m 

p e rc e pt i o n s  of  d i s a b i l i t y  i n  g e n e ra l  l i fe. 

A r t  c a n  s o m et i m e s  b e  a  way  to  h i g h l i g ht 

s o m et h i n g  o r  h e l p  s e e  s o m et h i n g  i n  a 

d i ffe re nt  l i g ht . 

D o  yo u  t h i n k  t h e  a r t  s c e n e  h e l p s  p e o p l e 

u n d e r st a n d  d i s a b i l i t y  a  b i t  m o re?  I  u n d e r st a n d 

t h at  d i s a b i l i t y  of  c o u r s e  i s n’ t  f u l l y  u n d e r sto o d 

a n d  a p p re c i ate d  by  t h e  g e n e ra l  p u b l i c ,  s o 

ex p a n d i n g  o n  t h at ,  w h at  d o  yo u  t h i n k  n e e d s 

to  c h a n g e  fo r  t h e  n e e d s  of  t h e  d i s a b l e d 

c o m m u n i t y  to  b e  c l e a re r  i n  t h e  c o n s c i e n c e  of 

t h e  n ext  g e n e rat i o n  of  d e s i g n e r s? 

AC -  Ye a h ,  I  t h i n k  t h e  m o st  i m p o r t a nt  t h i n g , 

t h at  we  h ave  b e e n  d o i n g  s i n c e  t h e  9 0 s ,  i t ’s 

t h e  d re a d e d  v  wo rd ,  v i s i b i l i t y.  J u st  to  s e e 

d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  i n  a  w i d e  va r i et y  of  s i t u at i o n s , 

a n d  d e p i c t i o n s .  I ’ m  fa s c i n ate d  by  c h a r i t y 

c o l l e c t i o n  b oxe s .  T h e  t h i n g  I  f i n d  i nte re st i n g 

a b o u t  t h e  c h a r i t y  c o l l e c t i o n  b oxe s  t h at  I 

re m e m b e r  f ro m  my  c h i l d h o o d  wa s  t h at ,  q u i te 

ofte n  t h e  o n l y  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  I  s aw  wo u l d  b e 

we a r i n g  t h e  b oxe s  t h at  I  re m e m b e r.  B e c a u s e 

t h e  l i v i n g  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  we re  h i d i n g .  N ow 

d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  a p p e a r  o n  T V,  i n  f i l m  a n d  i n 

t h e  p a g e s  fa s h i o n  m a g a z i n e s .  Vo g u e,  a n d 

ot h e r s  h ave  a l l  fe at u re d  p e o p l e  w i t h  s o m e 

k i n d  of  d i s a b i l i t y  a n d  i n c re a s i n g l y  m o d e l s 

w i t h  l e a r n i n g  d i ff i c u l t i e s  o r  n e u ro d i ve rg e nt 

m o d e l s ,  w h i c h  ref l e c t s  a  g e n u i n e,  t h e  g e n e ra l 

ex p a n s i o n  of  a l l  d i s a b l e d  g ro u p s  i n  s o c i et y. 

I  t h i n k  p ro b a b l y  t h e  m o st  i nf l u e nt i a l  t h i n g  i s 

t h at  t h e  m o d e r n  m o d e l  of  d i s a b i l i t y  i s  m u c h 

m o re  a c c e s s i b l e  t h a n  p rev i o u s  m o d e l .  T h e 

p rev i o u s  m e d i c a l  m o d e l  of  d i s a b i l i t y  i s  o l d 

a n d  o u td ate d .  I ’ l l  g i ve  yo u  t wo  exa m p l e s .   T h e 

m e d i c a l  m o d e l  of  d i s a b i l i t y  s ays  t h at  d i s a b l e d 

p e o p l e  h ave  t ro u b l e  a c c e s s i n g  s o c i et y 

b e c a u s e  t h ey ’ re  d i s a b l e d .  A n  exa m p l e  of 

t h i s  wo u l d  b e :  yo u  c a n’ t  g et  i nto  t h e  b u i l d i n g 

b e c a u s e  yo u ’ re  i n  a  w h e e l c h a i r ;  yo u  c a nt  g o 

u p  t h e  st a i r s  b e c a u s e  yo u ’ re  o n  c r u tc h e s 

p e o p l e  w h e n  t h ey  f i r st  g o 

to  a r t  s c h o o l ,  t h e  f i r st  t h i n g 

t h ey  a re  a s ke d  to  d o  i s 

o r  yo u  c a n’ t  i nte ra c t  e d u c at i o n a l 

syste m s  b e c a u s e  yo u  h ave  l e a r n i n g 

d i ff i c u l t i e s .  A n d  t h at  k i n d  of  m a ke s 

t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  t h e  fa u l t  of  t h e  p e r s o n 

w h o  ex p e r i e n c e s  t h at  i m p a i r m e nt .  T h e 

s o c i a l  m o d e l  of  d i s a b i l i t y,  w h i c h  i s  t h e 

c u r re nt  m o d e l  s ays  t h at  i t  i s  l a c k  of 

s o c i a l  p rov i s i o n ,  t h at  c re ate s  d i s a b i l i t y. 

Fo r  exa m p l e,  i f  I  we re  a  w h e e l c h a i r 

u s e r :  I  c a n’ t  a c c e s s  t h at  b u i l d i n g , 

n ot  b e c a u s e  I ’ m  i n  a  w h e e l c h a i r,  b u t 

b e c a u s e  t h e re’s  n o  ra m p. 

SZ  –  B e c a u s e  t h ey  h ave n’ t  d e s i g n e d 

i t  i n  a  way  t h at ’s  a c c e s s i b l e  fo r  yo u . 

AC  –  T h e  s o c i a l  m o d e l  s e e m s  to 

b e  s o m et h i n g  t h at  wa s  c re ate d  i n  t h e 

i n  t h e  e a r l y  70 s .  Fo r  my  d a u g hte r ’s 

g e n e rat i o n ,  t h ey ’ re  ve r y 

m u c h  awa re  of  i t  a s  a 

c o n c e pt ,  eve n  i f  t h ey 
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d o n’ t  d e s c r i b e  i t ,  a s  t h at .  A n d  i f  yo u  ext ra p o l ate  t h e  a l g o r i t h m  of  t h e  s o c i a l  m o d e l  I t ’s 

p o s s i b l e  t h at  yo u  o r  I  m ay  p o i nt  to  t h i s  i n n ovat i o n  w h e n  we  a re  o l d  o r  i f  o u r  i n c o m e s  d ro p 

b e l ow  a  c e r t a i n  l eve l .  I  t h i n k  t h e  m o st  i m p o r t a nt  t h i n g  i s  u n d e r st a n d i n g ,  t h at  i t  i s  a  fa l l a c y 

to  e n s u re  t h e re  a re  n o  b a r r i e r s  to  p a r t i c i p at i o n  by  a ny  p a r t i c u l a r  g ro u p.  I  t h i n k  t h i s  i s 

a l s o  a  ve r y  w i d e s p re a d  p o i nt  of  v i ew  b e c a u s e  i t  g o e s  b eyo n d  d i s a b i l i t y.  Yo u  c a n  a p p l y 

i t  to  p e o p l e  of  c o l o u r,  o r  wo m e n ,  o r  t h e  o l d  o r  c h i l d re n  w h o  d o n’ t  h ave  t h e  s a m e  r i g ht s 

a s  a d u l t s .  I t ’s  a b o u t  fa i r n e s s  a n d  t h e 

d e s i re  o u r  p e o p l e  to  e n s u re  t h at .  T h at ’s 

p ro b a b l y  t h e  m o st  i m p o r t a nt  s i n g l e 

t h i n g  t h at  yo u  c a n  d o. 

SZ  -  D ef i n i te l y.  O kay.  U nfo r t u n ate l y 

we  h ave  o n l y  g ot  f i ve  m i n u te s  l eft  s o  I ’ l l 

l e ave  yo u  w i t h  o n e  m o re  q u e st i o n .  F i r st 

o n e,  l o o k i n g  a h e a d  i nto  t h e  f u t u re,  w h at 

d o  yo u  s e e  a s  t h e  m a i n  c h a l l e n g e s  b u t 

a l s o  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  t h e  a r t  s c e n e  i n 

t h e  U K?  

AC  -  I  t h i n k  t h e  b i g g e st  b a r r i e r  at  t h e 

m o m e nt ,  i s  t h e  c u r re nt  f u n d i n g  m o d e l s 

fo r  a l l  a r t s ,  n ot  j u st  d i s a b i l i t y  a r t s ,  a re 

u n d e r  t h re at ,  we  s e e  t h e  n at u re  of  t h e 

A r t s  C o u n c i l  i s  c h a n g i n g .  C OV I D  h a s 

b ro ke n  t h e  t ra d i t i o n a l  m o d e l  of  g o i n g 

to  g a l l e r i e s  o r  m u s e u m s  o r  p hys i c a l 

i n st i t u t i o n s  a n d  I  d o n’ t  t h i n k  t h ey  w i l l 

re a l l y  eve r  re c ove r  f ro m  t h at .  A n d 

p e o p l e  w h o  h ave  yet  to  m a ke  t h e  f u l l 

m ove  to  a  d i g i t a l  ex p e r i e n c e. 

To  d e s c r i b e  i t  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  va l u e,  a s 

g o i n g  to  a  s h o p  o r  g o i n g  to  a  g a l l e r y  to 

s e e  a  p a i nt i n g .  I  t h i n k  we’ re  i n  q u i te  a 

t ra n s i t i o n a l  p e r i o d ,  i n  te r m s  of  h ow  p e o p l e  c o n s u m e  fa s h i o n ,  st y l e  a n d  c u l t u re.  We  a re n’ t 

q u i te  s u re  w  w h et h e r  we  a s c r i b e  t h e  s a m e  va l u e  to  t h at  v i r t u a l  eve nt ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  way  t h at 

we  a c q u i re d  i t  to  t h e  o l d  ex p e r i e n c e. 

B u t  I  t h i n k  t h e  i m p o r t a nt  t h i n g  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t y  r i g ht s  i n  g e n e ra l ,  t h e  re a l i s at i o n  h a s  to  b e  t h at 

i nto  re s i d e nt i a l  h o m e s  w h e re  t h ey ’ l l  n eve r  g et  o u t .  B u t  I  t h i n k  a s  t h i n g s  b e c o m e  m o re 

v i r t u a l ,  yo u  h ave  to  yo u  h ave  to  b e  c a ref u l  t h at  t h ey  d o n’ t  d i s a p p e a r  i n  a  d i ffe re nt  way. 

B e c a u s e  ye a h  I  c a n’ t  m a ke  i t  a  c o m m e nt  i n  m u c h  m o re  d et a i l  t h a n  t h at .  I  t h i n k  v i s i b i l i t y 

i s  key  a n d  c o n st a nt  awa re n e s s  of  d i s a b i l i t y  r i g ht s .  A n d  w i t h i n  t h at ,  we  c a n  h e l p  w i t h 

d i s a b i l i t y  fo r  t h e  n ext  g e n e rat i o n s .  

SZ  -  O kay,  p e r fe c t .  We l l ,  t h at  c o m e s  t h e  e n d  of  t h i s  i nte r v i ew  w i t h  yo u ,  A l ex .   T h a n k  yo u 

s o  m u c h  fo r  yo u r  t i m e.  T h e  l a st  q u e st i o n  I  j u st  wa nt  to  a s k  i s  h ow  c a n  p e o p l e  g et  i n  to u c h 

w i t h  t h e  N DACA  a n d  s h a p e  a r t s ,  h ow  c a n  t h ey  c o nt r i b u te  to  t h e  a m a z i n g  wo r k  t h at  yo u 

g u ys  a re  d o i n g ? 

AC  -  Yo u  c a n  f i n d  o u t  m o re  a b o u t  t h e  N DACA  a n d  S h a p e  a r t s  at :  htt p s : //t h e - n d a c a .o rg /

a n d  htt p s : //w w w. s h a p e a r t s .o rg .u k /  re p s e c t i ve l y.

AN IN T E R V I E W W I T H  AL E X COWA N AN IN T E R V I E W W I T H  AL E X COWA N

t h e  st r u g g l e  to  s e c u re  a n d  t h e n  m a i nt a i n  yo u r  r i g ht s  ve r y  ofte n  w i l l  n eve r 

e n d .  A n d  p a r t  of  t h at  st r u g g l e  i s  to  e n s u re  c o nt i n u i n g  v i s i b i l i t y.  I  d o n’ t  s e e 

d i s a b l e d  a r t i st s ,  o r  j u st  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  i n  g e n e ra l ,  b e i n g  fo rc e d  to  g o  b a c k 

A woman with a COVID mask sit s alone in Royal Mus eum of Fine Ar t s in Bruss els
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“What can your generation of 
fashion related creators,  do to 
ensure accessibil it y and inclusivit y for 
individuals w ith v isual  impairment s” 

‘Brail le garment 
t ags’

‘I  think Visual  Des criptors is one of 

the best things that could be us ed to 
help people with Visual  Impairment s’

27

‘  I  think s ens or y enrichment and 
accessibil it y considerations 

within clothing and event s’

‘ I  believe that to make fashion 
more inclusive,  there wil l  be 

new technologies in the future 
that innovate texture and feel  of 

clothing’

28



‘ We c an create 
experiences that appeal 
to all  the s ens es’

‘B eing creative with the 
materials we us e in our 

garment s to create texture 
and feeling in our outfit s’

‘Designing clothing with t actile 
element s,  providing audio 

des criptions of their  collections 
and implementing inclsuive 

marketing strategies’

29

‘Using more brail le within fashion 
design especially to tell  a stor y 
as well  as using audio design for 
photography and online work’

‘C ontinuing to dispel the 
mis conceptions about 

being visually impaired’

30



To  s t a r t  t h i s  I  h a v e  t o  s a y  I ’ v e  n e v e r  b e e n  m u c h  i n t o  fa s h i o n ,  n o r  t h e  l a t e s t  t re n d s  b u t  I 

h a v e  a l wa y s  l o v e d  t h e  i d e a  b e h i n d  fa s h i o n .  Fo r  m y  l o v e  d o e s  n o t  c o m e  f ro m  t h e  s u b j e c t 

i t s e l f  b u t  fo r  w h a t  I t  c a n  re p re s e n t .  Fo r  w h a t  i t  c a n  o f fe r  t o  a n y o n e .  C l o t h e s  a re  n o t 

s i m p l e  p i e c e s  o f  fa b r i c  a n d  m a t e r i a l  c o a t i n g  o u r  b o d i e s  fo r  wa r m t h  a n d  p ro t e c t i o n ,  w e 

a re  fa r  b e y o n d  t h o s e  d a y s .  We l l ,  a t  l e a s t  m o s t  o f  u s .   I t  h a s  e m b e d d e d  a 

n e w  m e a n i n g ,  s o  a s k  y o u r s e l f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  w h a t  d o e s  fa s h i o n  m e a n  t o  y o u ?

Fo r  m e  i t  s e p a ra t e s  u s  f ro m  a n i m a l s ,  i t  h i g h l i g h t s  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  c re a t e  a n d 

ex p re s s .  Ev e n  i f  i t  i s  a  s u b c o n s c i o u s  a c t  o f  ex p re s s i o n ,  I t  s t i l l  s a y s 

s o m e t h i n g .  T h e re  a re  n o t  m a n y  t h i n g s  m o re  p u re - h e a r t e d  t h a n  wa n t i n g 

t o  ex p re s s  a n  e m o t i o n  o r  c h a ra c t e r i s t i c  t h ro u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  c l o t h e s .  A s 

h u m a n s ,  i t  i s  o u r  r i g h t  a n d  o u r  d u t y  t o  i n d u l g e  i n  t h i s  l u xu r y  a n d  t h i s  l u xu r y

Is there 
a  deeper 
meaning 
to the 
super ficial 
nature of 
fashion?

32 s h o u l d  n o t  b e  s t o p p e d  a t  t h e  v i s u a l l y  a b l e .  S o  h e re  i s  a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n , 

I s  s o m e o n e  w i t h  v i s u a l  i m p a i r m e n t  b e  t h a t ,  c o l o u r  b l i n d ,  b l i n d  o r  a n y 

By W i l l Ro b i n s

FA S H I O N FO R TH O U G H T
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s o c i a l  n o r m s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y.  A b a n d o n i n g 

t ra d i t i o n a l  n o r m s  o f  b e a u t y  a n d 

f u n c t i o n a l i t y  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  s i l h o u e tt e s , 

u n u s u a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d  u n u s u a l l y 

i m p a c t i v e  p ro p o r t i o n s  c re a t e s  d e pt h  i n 

fa s h i o n  n e v e r  s e e n  b e fo re .   O n e  o f  t h e s e 

g re a t  m i n d s  a t  t h e  c e n t re  o f  t h i s  re b e l l i o n 

l e a d i n g  a t  t h e  f ro n t l i n e s  wa s  A l exa n d e r 

M c Q u e e n .  M c Q u e e n  e a r n e d  t h e  B r i t i s h 

Fa s h i o n  C o u n c i l ’s  B r i t i s h  D e s i g n e r  o f 

t h e  Ye a r  a wa rd  fo u r.  Af t e r  b e i n g  t e a s e d 

fo r  h i s  h o m o s exu a l i t y,  i t  c a u s e d  h i m 

t o  d ro p  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  a t  1 6  y e a r s  o l d 

s e e k i n g  w o r k  i n  l o c a l  s u i t  t a i l o r s .  S h o r t l y 

a f t e r  h i s  c a re e r  s k y ro c ke t e d .  W h e t h e r 

M c Q u e e n  e v e r  i d e n t i f i e d  h i m s e l f  a s 

d i s a b l e d  w h e n  h e  wa s  a l i v e  wa s  u n c l e a r 

b u t ,  h i s  a i m  w h i c h  h e  re p e a t e d l y  s t re s s e d 

d u r i n g  n u m e ro u s  i n t e r v i e w s  wa s  t o 

re f l e c t  t h e  p re j u d i c e s  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n s 

o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e s’  a e s t h e t i c  j u d g m e n t s . 

C re a t i n g  t h i s  n e w  fo r m  o f  fa s h i o n ,  w h i c h 

h a s  o p e n e d  m a n y  d o o r s  fo r  p e o p l e  w h o 

o t h e r w i s e ,  w o u l d  h a v e  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  t h e 

l i fe  o f  a  fa s h i o n  d e s i g n e r  c o u l d  b e c o m e 

t r u e ,  n o w  i s  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e i r  re a c h .  Af t e r 

t h e  t ra g i c  l o s s  o f  a  c l o s e  f r i e n d  a n d 

c o l l e a g u e  I s a b e l l a  B l o w,  a n d  t h e n  2  y e a r s 

l a t e r  t h e  l o s s  o f  h i s  m o t h e r,  h e  wa s  fo u n d 

d e a d  i n  h i s  a p a r t m e n t  o n e  d a y  b e fo re  h i s 

m o t h e r ’s  f u n e ra l ,  t h e  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h  wa s 

d e t e r m i n e d  s u i c i d e .

T h i s  i s  w h a t  fa s h i o n  m e a n s  t o  m e . 

E x p re s s i o n .  Po w e r.  O p p o r t u n i t y. 

You c an find more of Will ’s  work on 

Inst agram @ _will .robins_ 

o t h e r  i m p a i r m e n t  w o r t h  m o re  o r  l e s s 

w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  fa s h i o n ?  I  h o p e  y o u 

a n s w e re d  t h a t  t h e y  a re  w o r t h  t h e  s a m e ! 

a n d  i f  n o t ,  m a y b e  y o u  n e e d  t o  h a v e  a  s e l f-

re f l e c t i o n  o n  w h a t  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t o  b e  a 

c h a ra c t e r i s t i c  t h a t  s h a p e s  t h e  i n t r i n s i c 

va l u e s  o f  s o m e o n e’s  m e r i t  a n d  w h e t h e r 

t h a t  m e a n s  t h e y  a re  w o r t h  l e s s  i n  t h i s 

w o r l d ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  p re tt y 

m e s s e d  u p.

S o  h o w  a re  p e o p l e  a b l e  t o  t h r i v e  i n 

t h i s  c u t - t h ro a t  e n v i ro n m e n t  o f  fa s h i o n 

w h e n  t h e re  a re  p e o p l e  a b l e  t o  s e e  s u c h 

a n  ‘ i m p o r t a n t ’  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y, 

c o l o u r.  T h e re  i s  m u c h  m o re  t o  fa s h i o n 

t h a n  j u s t  t h e  c o l o u r  t o  c o m p re h e n d . 

T h e re  a re  t ext u re s ,  p a tt e r n s  a n d  fa b r i c s 

w h i c h  a l l  c re a t e  t h e  fo u n d a t i o n  o f  a 

g o o d  o u tf i t .  A  g o o d  a n a l o g y  t o  c o m p a re 

t h i s  c re a t i v e  p ro fe s s i o n  i s  w i t h  t h e  f i l m 

i n d u s t r y.  A  f i l m m a ke r  c a n  h a v e  t h e  b e s t 

c a m e ra  t o  m a ke  t h e  s h o t s  l o o k  p re tt y 

b u t  w i t h o u t  a  c o h e re n t  s t o r y l i n e  w i t h  a 

s o l i d  b e g i n n i n g ,  m i d d l e  a n d  e n d  I t  w i l l 

n e v e r  b e  a  g o o d  m o v i e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s a m e 

fo r  fa s h i o n ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  d e pt h  t ext u re 

a d d s  o r  t h e  c h a ra c t e r  c re a t e d  b y  t h e 

u n i q u e  p a tt e r n s  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  f ro m  t h e 

fa b r i c ,  fa s h i o n  w o u l d  s i m p l y  n o t  b e  a s 

b re a t h t a k i n g  a s  i t  i s  t o d a y.

I n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y,  a  c u tt i n g - e d g e 

n e w  fo r m  o f  fa s h i o n  e m e rg e d  f ro m  t h e 

re b e l l i o u s  a n d  g e n i u s  m i n d s  o f  s o m e  o f 

t h e  g re a t s  i n c l u d i n g  E l s a  S c h i a p a re l l i , 

a n d  A l exa n d e r  M c Q u e e n .  Ava n t - g a rd e . 

Fa m o u s  fo r  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  d e c o n s t r u c t  a l l 

33

FO O D FO R TH O U G H T

Designer Focus

IN  FO C U S

Alvin Lustig & Eliane Lustig
Graphic Designers
1930s -1960s

34

W h i l st  m o st  d e s i g n e r s  wo u l d  p u t  d ow n  t h e i r  p e n s  a n d  c a l l  i t  a  d ay,  fo r  t h e  l a st  ye a r  of 
h i s  l i fe,  A l v i n  ke pt  d e s i g n i n g ,  t h ro u g h  a n  o b s e s s i ve  a m o u nt  of  d et a i l e d  d i c t at i o n  to  h i s 
w i fe  E l a i n e,  w h o  wo u l d  m a ke  h i s  d e s i g n  c o m e  to  l i fe.  Ac c o rd i n g  to  E l a i n e,  ‘ H e  wo u l d  te l l 
u s  g o  d ow n  a  p i c a  a n d  ove r  t h re e  p i c a s ,  a n d  h ow  h i g h  t h e  t y p e  s h o u l d  b e,  a n d  w h at  t h e 
c o l o u r  s h o u l d  b e, ” .  H e  wo u l d  refe re n c e  h i s  p rev i o u s  wo r k  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  wo r k  of  ot h e r 
g re at s  to  m a ke  t h e i r  wo r k  c o m e  to  l i fe.  I n  o n e  e s p e c i a l l y  p o et i c  exa m p l e,  h e  d e p i c te d 
t h e  s h a d e  of  ye l l ow  h e  wa nte d  to  u s e  a s  “ t h e  d o m i n a nt  ye l l ow  of  Va n  G o g h’s  s u nf l owe r. ” 
T h a n ks  to  E l a i n e’s  s k i l l ,  A l v i n  m a n a g e d  to  d e s i g n  u nt i l  h i s  f i n a l  d ays ,  w h i l st  E l a i n e  we nt 
o nto  b e c o m e  t h e  d e s i g n e r  s h e  a l ways  wa nte d  to  b e  i n  h e r  ow n  r i g ht  t h ro u g h  s u c c e s s  i n 
p a i nt i n g  a n d  d e s i g n i n g .

I n  t h i s  i s s u e  we  p ay  to  h o m a g e  to 
i nf l u e nt i a l  d e s i g n e r  d u et  A l v i n  Lu st i g 
&  E l a i n e  Lu st i g  C o h e n .  A l v i n  wa s  s a d l y 
st r u g g l i n g  w i t h  b l i n d n e s s  i n  t h e  f i n a l 
ye a r s  of  h i s  l i fe,  d u e  to  t h e  d ete r i o rat i n g 
n at u re  of  h i s  d i a b ete s  w h i c h  wo u l d 
u nfo r t u n ate l y  t a ke  h i s  l i fe  i n  1 9 5 5 .
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World  Focus

IN  FO C U S

B e l g i a n  p h oto g ra p h e r  S a n n e  D e  W i l d e 

h a s  c re ate d  a  b e a u t i f u l  p ro j e c t  fo c u s i n g 

o n  t h e  i s l a n d s  of  P i n g e l a p  a n d  Po h n p e i 

i n  M i c ro n e s i a ,  to  h i g h l i g ht  t h e  l a rg e 

p o p u l at i o n  of  p e o p l e  t h e re  w h o  l i ve  w i t h 

c o m p l ete  c o l o u r  b l i n d n e s s . 

T h e  b o o k  e n d e avo u r s  to  c re ate 

p h oto g ra p hy  t h at  a c t s  a s  t h e  eye s  of 

t h o s e  w i t h  Ac h ro m ato p s i a ,  u s i n g  d i ffe re nt 

The Island of The 
C olourblind Photobook

By Sanne de Wilde

35

Sound  Focus

36

T h e  s o u n d  m a p  i s  a n  i n n ovat i ve  d e s i g n  by  C h a r l e n e 

Lu  w h i c h  a l l ows  v i s u a l l y  i m p a i re d  u s e r s  to  p re s e r ve 

s o u n d s  f ro m  t r i p s  a ro u n d  t h e  wo r l d  u s i n g  b e a u t i f u l l y

d e s i g n e d  m et a l  p l ate s . 

E a c h  p l ate  i n c l u d e s  b ra i l l e  of  s i m p l e  i m p o r t a nt  d et a i l s , 

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  n a m e  of  t h e  c i t y  a n d  e a c h  to u r i st  att ra c t i o n , 

w h i c h  i s  p l a c e d  o n  p u z z l e  l i ke  s h a p e s  to  fo r m  b u tto n s  t h at  c a n  b e  u s e d  to  re c o rd 

a n d  re p l ay  s o u n d s  f ro m  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p l a c e s  t h at  t h e  u s e r  g o e s  to.  C re ate d  i n 

s l e e k  b e a u t i f u l  m et a l l i c  c o l o u r ways ,  t h e  s o u n d  m a p  i s  a  p o s i t i ve  ste p  i n  t h e  r i g ht 

d i re c t i o n  to  a l l ow  t h e  v i s u a l l y  i m p a i re d  to  c re ate,  s h a re  a n d  re c a l l  b e a u t i f u l 

m e m o r i e s  w i t h  l ove d  o n e s  a n d  t h e m s e l ve s  of  d i ffe re nt  c i t i e s  a ro u n d  t h e  wo r l d . 

p h oto g ra p hy  te c h n i q u e s  s u c h  a s  b l a c k  &  w h i te,  i nf ra re d  a n d  p i c t u re  p a i nt i n g s  a s 

we l l  a s  i n c l u d i n g  U V  s e n s i t i ve  d et a i l s  i n  t h e  c ove r,  w h i c h  c h a n g e s  c o l o u r  w i t h 

l i g ht .  D ef i n et l y  c h e c k  t h i s  o u t  i f  yo u  a re  a  fa n  of  b o o k  d e s i g n  o r  t rave l l i n g !
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AD SZ  -  C a n  yo u  s h a re  w i t h  u s  yo u r 

j o u r n ey  i nto  t h e  fa s h i o n  i n d u st r y  a s  a 

m o d e l  ?  W h at  i n s p i re d  yo u  to  p u r s u e 

m o d e l i n g ?

JG  -  B y  wa l k i n g  i nto  a  p ro m  d re s s 

b o u t i q u e  i n  my  l o c a l  tow n  at  t h e  a g e  of  1 5 .  

T h e  s h o p  wa s  n ew  to  t h e  h i g h  st re et  a n d 

wa s  j u st  st a r t i n g  o u t .  Ka re n  (t h e  ow n e r) , 

l i ke d  my  h e i g ht  a n d  a s ke d  i f  I  wo u l d  b e 

ke e n  to  p a r t i c i p ate  i n  h e r  u p c o m i n g 

fa s h i o n  s h ow.  O f  c o u r s e,  I  a g re e d  a n d 

w h i l st  m o d e l l i n g  at  t h i s  l o c a l  fa s h i o n 

s h ow,  a n  e st a b l i s h e d  p h oto g ra p h e r  i n 

t h e  a re a  a s ke d  i f  I  wo u l d  b e  i nte re ste d 

i n  p u r s u i n g  fa s h i o n  m o d e l l i n g  fo r  h i m . 

T h ro u g h  t h e  p owe r  of  n et wo r k i n g  a n d 

s o c i a l  m e d i a  ( Fa c e b o o k  at  t h e  t i m e,  t h e n 

I n st a g ra m  ye a r s  l ate r)  I  wa s  s e c u r i n g 

m o re  m o d e l l i n g  wo r k .
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A  Qu i c k 
Co nvo  W i t h . . .

Je n n y  Gr a h a m
SZ  -  H ow  d o  yo u  n av i g ate  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s 

of  b e i n g  a  fa s h i o n  m o d e l  w i t h  a n 

i m p a i r m e nt ?  C a n  yo u  d e s c r i b e  s o m e  of  t h e 

s p e c i f i c  o b st a c l e s  yo u ’ ve  e n c o u nte re d  a n d 

h ow  yo u ’ ve  ove rc o m e  t h e m?

a b o u t  w h et h e r  o r  n ot  I  wo u l d  b e 

a b l e  to  h e a r  t h e  p h oto g ra p h e r 

a s  t h ey  wo u l d  u s u a l l y  b e 

JG  -  I  h ave  b e e n  i n c re d i b l y  l u c k y  to  wo r k 

w i t h  s o m e  g re at  a n d  u n d e r st a n d i n g  p e o p l e 

ove r  t h e  ye a r s .  M y  b i g g e st  c h a l l e n g e  a s  a 

h e a r i n g - i m p a i re d  i n d i v i d u a l  wa s  wo r r y i n g 

Photography by Ian Treherne
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W i t h  a  m u l t i fa c ete d  b a c kg ro u n d  i n 

t h e  fa s h i o n  i n d u st r y  a n d  h e r  c u r re nt 

e n d e avo r s  i n  n e u ro i n c l u s i ve  m a r ket i n g 

a n d  c o m m u n i c at i o n s ,  J e n ny  b r i n g s  a 

we a l t h  of  ex p e r i e n c e  a n d  i n s i g ht  to  t h e 

t a b l e.  I n  t h i s  q u i c k  c o nvo,  we  ex p l o re 

t h e  evo l u t i o n  of  m o d e l i n g ,  a n d  exa m i n e 

t h e  p i vot a l  ro l e  of  m a r ket i n g  i n  fo ste r i n g 

i n c l u s i v i t y  fo r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s 

a n d  i m p a i r m e nt s . 



p h oto g ra p h i n g  m e  f ro m  a  d i st a n c e  a n d  t h e 

c a m e ra  wo u l d  c ove r  t h e i r  m o u t h  to  t h e 

p o i nt  w h e re  I  wa s  u n a b l e  to  l i p re a d .  B efo re 

t h e  p h oto s h o ot  b e g a n ,  I  wo u l d  a l ways 

p o i nt  o u t  t h at  t h ey  wo u l d  n e e d  to  s p e a k  u p 

i f  t h ey  c h o s e  to  d i re c t  m e.  As  fa r  a s  I  c a n 

re m e m b e r,  eve r yo n e  d i d  a c c o m m o d ate 

t h e  re q u i re m e nt  o r  wo u l d  u s e  t h e i r  b o d y 

l a n g u a g e  to  c o m m u n i c ate.  I  wa s  a l s o  l u c k y 

to  wo r k  w i t h  ot h e r  p h oto g ra p h e r s  a n d 

m o d e l s  w h o  h a d  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  T h e refo re, 

I  n eve r  fe l t  l i ke  I  wa s  a l o n e  a n d  k n ew  my 

n e e d s  wo u l d  b e  m et .  O n e  p h oto g ra p h e r 

I  wo r ke d  w i t h  m a ny  t i m e s  ove r  t h e  ye a r s 

wa s  a  v i s u a l l y- s i g hte d  a n d  h e a r i n g -

i m p a i re d  p h oto g ra p h e r  -  I a n  Tre h e r n e.

SZ  -  W h at  h a s  b e e n  yo u r  ex p e r i e n c e 

wo r k i n g  w i t h  d e s i g n e r s ,  p h oto g ra p h e r s , 

a n d  ot h e r  i n d u st r y  p rofe s s i o n a l s?  H ave 

yo u  e n c o u nte re d  a ny  m i s c o n c e pt i o n s  o r 

ste re ot y p e s  a b o u t  v i s u a l  i m p a i r m e nt s  i n 

t h e  fa s h i o n  i n d u st r y ?

JG  -  W h i l e  i nte r n i n g  i n  t h e  fa s h i o n 

i n d u st r y  d u r i n g  my  t i m e  at  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y, 

I  m et  d e s i g n e r s  w h o  we re  a  l ot  l e s s 

a c c o m m o d at i n g  of  my  c o n d i t i o n .  I  a l s o 

fo u n d  t h e m  to  b e  ve r y  ste re ot y p i c a l  a b o u t 

c e r t a i n  ra c e s ,  et h n i c i t i e s  a n d  g e n d e r s . 

H oweve r,  p h oto g ra p h e r s  we re  m o re  o p e n -

m i n d e d  i n  my  o p i n i o n .  Pe r h a p s  i t  wa s  j u st 

t h e  p e o p l e  I  m et ,  a s  I  h a d  g o o d  l u c k  w i t h 

p h oto g ra p h e r s  a n d  n ot- s o - g re at  l u c k  w i t h 

d e s i g n e r s .  W h e re a s ,  ot h e r s  m ay  h ave  h a d 

a  c o m p l ete l y  d i ffe re nt  ex p e r i e n c e  t h a n  m e. 
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t h e  fa s h i o n  i n d u st r y  h a s  c h a n g e d  fo r  t h e 

b ette r  s i n c e  t h e n .

SZ  -  As  a  m o d e l  w i t h  a n  h e a r i n g 

i m p a i r m e nt ,  h ow  d o  yo u  fe e l  t h e 

i n d u st r y  c a n  i m p rove  i n  te r m s  of 

i n c l u s i v i t y  a n d  re p re s e nt at i o n?  A re  t h e re 

s p e c i f i c  c h a n g e s  yo u  wo u l d  l i ke  to  s e e 

i m p l e m e nte d  to  b ette r  a c c o m m o d ate 

i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s?

JG  -  I n  my  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  fa s h i o n 

i n d u st r y  h a s  c o m e  a  l o n g  way  i n  te r m s 

of  re p re s e nt i n g  d i ve r s i t y.  T h i s  m o nt h , 

I  p i c ke d  u p  Vo g u e’s  l ate st  c o py,  w h i c h 

fe at u re d  h a l f  a  d oze n  fe m a l e  m o d e l s , 

a c t re s s e s ,  s i n g e r s ,  T V  p re s e nte r s ,  etc . 

I  wa s  b l ow n  away  by  t h e  fa c t  t h ey  h a d 

s h owc a s e d  a l l  t h e s e  wo m e n  f ro m  d i ffe re nt 

ra c e s  a n d  a g e s .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I  n ot i c e d 
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wa s  t h e  p hys i q u e  i s s u e,  t h e re  we re  n o 

p l u s - s i ze d  m o d e l s ,  w h i c h  wo u l d  h ave 

b e e n  g re at  to  s e e.

SZ  -  I n  yo u r  o p i n i o n ,  h ow  c a n 

fa s h i o n  b ra n d s  a n d  c o m p a n i e s  b ette r 

m a r ket  t h e i r  p ro d u c t s  to  p e o p l e  w i t h 

d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  w i t h  v i s u a l 

i m p a i r m e nt s?  A re  t h e re  a ny  s u c c e s sf u l 

m a r ket i n g  st rate g i e s  yo u ’ ve  c o m e 

a c ro s s  t h at  effe c t i ve l y  c ate r  to  t h i s 

a u d i e n c e?

JG  -  I  h ave  s e e n  s o m e 

a d ve r t i s e m e nt s  o n  T i k To k  i n  re c e nt 

ye a r s  t h at  c ate r  fo r  p e o p l e  w i t h 

i m p a i r m e nt s .  O t h e r w i s e,  t h i s  i s n’ t 

s o m et h i n g  I  s e e  a  l ot  of.  Fa s h i o n  b ra n d s 

c a n  b ette r  m a r ket  t h e i r  p ro d u c t s  to 

t h o s e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  by  e n s u r i n g  t h e re 

a re  u s i n g  fe at u re s  l i ke  s u bt i t l e s  o n  e a c h 

a d ve r t i s e m e nt ,  n ot  o n l y  a  few  of  t h e m .

 

SZ  -  H ave  yo u  h a d  a ny  ex p e r i e n c e s 

w h e re  yo u r  v i s u a l  i m p a i r m e nt  h a s  b e e n 

l eve ra g e d  a s  a  u n i q u e  s e l l i n g  p o i nt  i n 

c a m p a i g n s  o r  p ro j e c t s  o r  d o  yo u  k n ow 

of  t h i s  h a p p e n i n g  to  ot h e r s?  H ow  d o 

yo u  fe e l  a b o u t  t h e  b a l a n c e  b et we e n 

s h owc a s i n g  d i ve r s i t y  a n d  avo i d i n g 

to ke n i s m  i n  t h e  i n d u st r y ?

JG  -  N ot  m e  p e r s o n a l l y.  H oweve r, 

I  c u r re nt l y  wo r k  fo r  a  st a r t- u p  Te c h 

c o m p a ny  w h i c h  fo c u s e s  o n  D E I  a n d 

o u r  p ro d u c t  i s  a  d i g i t a l  a s s e s s m e nt , 

w h i c h  e n a b l e s  yo u  to  s e a rc h  fo r 

N e u ro d i ve rg e nt  a re a s  of  yo u r  b ra i n . 

I n  ot h e r  wo rd s ,  o u r  p ro d u c t  te st s  fo r 
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d ys l ex i a ,  A D H D,  Au t i s m ,  etc .  D u e  to  t h e 

a re a s  we  te n d  to  fo c u s  o n ,  t h e  c o m p a ny 

i s  f u l l y  d e d i c ate d  to  h i r i n g  t h o s e  w i t h 

N e u ro d i ve r s i t i e s .  T h e refo re,  I  wo r k  a l o n g s i d e 

m a ny  g re at  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  w i d e r  S a l e s  a n d 

M a r ket i n g  te a m  w h o  c o m e  a c ro s s  a s  a  U S P 

fo r  va r i o u s  p ro j e c t s .  Fo r  exa m p l e,  w h e n  t h e 

S a l e s  te a m  m i n g l e  at  Te c h ,  Ed u c at i o n  a n d 

M a r ket i n g  eve nt s  a c ro s s  t h e  c o u nt r y,  t h o s e 

w i t h  l e a r n i n g  c h a l l e n g e s  a re  o c c a s i o n a l l y 

l eve ra g e d  to  re p re s e nt  o u r  b ra n d  i n  t h e  b e st 

p o s s i b l e  way. 

SZ  -  W h at  a d v i c e  wo u l d  yo u  g i ve  to  ot h e r 

i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w h o  a s p i re  to 

p u r s u e  a  c a re e r  i n  fa s h i o n  o r  m o d e l i n g ?  A re 

t h e re  a ny  re s o u rc e s  o r  s u p p o r t  n et wo r ks 

yo u ’ ve  fo u n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l pf u l  i n  yo u r  ow n 

j o u r n ey ?

JG  -  H o n e st l y,  j u st  b e  yo u r s e l f.  I f  ot h e r s 

c a n’ t  a c c e pt  yo u r  d i ffe re n c e s  o r  w h o  yo u  a re 

a s  a  p e r s o n ,  t h ey  d o n’ t  d e s e r ve  t h e  p l e a s u re 

of  wo r k i n g  a l o n g s i d e  yo u .  O n  my  j o u r n ey,  I 

fo u n d  m a ny  L i n ke d I n  i nf l u e n c e r s /c o nte nt 

c re ato r s  to  b e  q u i te  i n s p i r i n g .  I n c l u d i n g ; 

S o p h i e  M i l l e r  a n d  G i r l s  I n  M a r ket i n g ,  a s 

t h ey  e n s u re  i n c l u s i v i t y  w i t h i n  t h e i r  b ra n d s . 

B u s i n e s s  of  Fa s h i o n ,  wa s  a l s o  a  g re at 

fo u n d at i o n  of  P R  k n ow l e d g e  fo r  t h e  fa s h i o n 

i n d u st r y.  I  h ave  b e e n  s u b s c r i b e d  to  t h i s 

p l atfo r m  fo r  7  ye a r s  n ow  a n d  I  h ave  n ot i c e d 

t h e  way  a r t i c l e s  h ave  c h a n g e d  to  h i g h l i g ht  t h e 

m o re  i m p o r t a nt  fo c u s e s  i n  t h e

 wo r l d  (g e n d e r  a n d  d i s a b i l i t y

 re p re s e nt at i o n  b e i n g  a m o n g st  t h e m ) .
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H oweve r,  t h i s  wa s  b et we e n 

2 01 2  a n d  2 01 7,  s o  I  h o p e 
SZ  - H ow  d o  yo u  t h i n k  t h e 

fa s h i o n  i n d u st r y  c a n  c o l l a b o rate 
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w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  to  c re ate 

m o re  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  i n c l u s i ve  d e s i g n s , 

ex p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s?

JG  -  I  t h i n k  to  st a r t  re a c h i n g  o u t  to 

m o re  a g e n c i e s  t h at  re p re s e nt  d i s a b l e d 

m o d e l s .  Fo r  exa m p l e,  C r u m b  M o d e l l i n g 

Ag e n c y  a n d  Ze b e d e e  a re  g re at  o n e s  to 

l o o k  at  i n  te r m s  of  h i r i n g  d i ve r s e  t a l e nt s . 

I  a l s o  t h i n k  by  s i m p l y  t a k i n g  a  c h a n c e 

o n  yo u n g e r  a n d  d i s a b l e d  i n d i v i d u a l s 

re g a rd l e s s  of  t h e i r  b a c kg ro u n d s .  I n  t h e 

c re at i ve  i n d u st r y,  I  d o  s a d l y  t h i n k  t h e re 

i s  a  l ot  of  n e p ot i s m  a n d  t h i s  n e e d s  to 

c h a n g e.  Eve r yo n e  n e e d s  to  b e  i n c l u d e d 

re g a rd l e s s  of  w h o  t h e i r  p a re nt s  a re.
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o n e  I  wo r k  fo r  a re  d o i n g  eve r y t h i n g  t h ey 

c a n  to  c re ate  i n c l u s i v i t y  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e 

d i g i t a l  o u tc o m e s  fo r  eve r yo n e.  M a ny 

of  o u r  c u sto m e r s  (s c h o o l s  a n d  t ra i n i n g 

p rov i d e r s )  c a n  re c e i ve  s u ff i c i e nt  f u n d i n g 

to  u s e  o u r  p ro d u c t ,  t h e refo re  we  wo r k 

w i t h  e d u c at i o n  p rov i d e r s  i n  d i s a d va nt a g e d 

a re a s  to  e n s u re  t h ey  h ave  t h e  re s o u rc e s  to 

b ette r  u n d e r st a n d  t h e i r  n e u ro  d i ffe re n c e s . 

T h i s  i s  exa c t l y  w h at  t h e  fa s h i o n  i n d u st r y 

n e e d s  to  d o  -  i nve st  i n  m o re  d i g i t a l 

p ro d u c t s  to  h e l p  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e i r 

d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  e n s u re  n o  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  l eft 

b e h i n d .

SZ-  Lo o k i n g  a h e a d ,  w h at  c h a n g e s  o r 

d eve l o p m e nt s  d o  yo u  h o p e  to  s e e  i n  t h e 

fa s h i o n  i n d u st r y  re g a rd i n g  re p re s e nt at i o n 
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a n d  b e c o m i n g  m o re  a n d 

m o re  a c c e s s i b l e.  I  l i ke  to 

t h i n k  c o m p a n i e s  l i ke  t h e 

a n d  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  fo r 

i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s , 

i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  w i t h  v i s u a l 

i m p a i r m e nt s?

JG  -  I  h o n e st l y  h o p e  to 

s e e  eve r yo n e  i n c l u d e d 

a n d  eve r yo n e  re p re s e nte d 

i n  t h e  fa s h i o n  i n d u st r y, 

re g a rd l e s s  of  et h n i c i t y, 

a g e  g ro u p  o r  g e n d e r.  We 

st i l l  h ave  a  l o n g  way  to  g o, 
b u t  we  h ave  a l s o  c o m e  a  l o n g  way  s i n c e 

I  wa s  g row i n g  u p  i n  t h e  n o u g ht i e s .  B a c k 

t h e n ,  t h e re  wa s n’ t  m u c h  d i ve r s i t y  i n  te r m s 

of  a d ve r t i s e m e nt s  a n d  m a g a z i n e  c ove r s . 

A l t h o u g h ,  te c h n o l o g y  i s  m o re  a d va n c e d 

n ow  a n d  I  t r u l y  b e l i eve  i t  i s  p av i n g  t h e  way 

fo r  t h e  fa s h i o n  i n d u st r y  -  fo r  t h e  b ette r. 

SZ  - I n  yo u r  o p i n i o n ,  w h at  ro l e 

c a n  te c h n o l o g y  p l ay  i n  e n h a n c i n g 

a c c e s s i b i l i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i v i t y  i n  t h e  fa s h i o n 

i n d u st r y  fo r  p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s , 

e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w i t h  v i s u a l  i m p a i r m e nt s?

JG -  Te c h n o l o g y/A I  i s  fo reve r  evo l v i n g 
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