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Hello, My name is Isaac Sole and I am the 
owner of the brand FromTheSole [FT-S].
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The brand’s form of self-expression is by 
using my cultural background, pop-culture, old 
cartoon advert bumpers, 00-90’s skateboarding 
and graphics and streetwear.

This is evident in the “Made In The U.K” design as it has the outline 
map of Nigeria at the front with the head logo but has “Made 
In The U.K, Lagos Affiliated” written at the back as my way of 

acknowledging both my British and Nigerian heritage this is just 
one example of the ethos of the brand.

As stated in the beginning, my inspirations are very eclectic as 
I branch inspirations from very different areas but I would say 
my main inspiration comes from the streetwear brand Stüssy 

and I consider FT-S to be a love letter to it. The reason for this, is 
because I always loved the aesthetic of Stüssy which has hand-
written and sometimes drawn designs the concept is simple, yet 
it’s very effective and stylish and I wanted my brand to have the 

same element but by using myself as the designs and what makes 
me “me” into the clothing while trying to form my own unique 

Identity into the brand.

Another inspiration of mine comes from skateboarding and the 
graphics. As I grew up, Skateboarding was always around me in some 

shape or form whether be the shoes I buy or the brands I follow from 
down to the outfits I wear. I was absorbing skateboarding without even 

knowing.

When it comes to the graphics, I am 
obsessed especially the T-shirts as 
I take strong influence from early 
90’s-00’s skate graphic T-shirts as 

most of them had a boxed or framed 
central design.
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I really liked that as it was compact but still looked 
cool and stylish in its own way an example of this 
is the Masquerade Design which has the Nigerian 
Masquerades called Eyo but in the style of the 90’s 
boxed skate graphic again combining two of my 
interests into one design.

The American TV channel called Adult Swim, is another 
influence to the brand in terms of aesthetic especially 
with the usage of brackets. Although, true inspiration 
comes from their bumps which consisted black screen 
of text and music before and after a show. This is what 
made Adult Swim famous as the channel itself was 
talking to you directly scary I know.

I loved the concept so much, that I wanted 
to do the same thing. FT-S isn’t a TV 
channel of course so I did my own bumps 
by posting on my Instagram stories mainly 
talking absolute nonsense but it was my 
way of making the brand have a sense of 
personality and connection to the audience 
and to show that it’s not some soul-less give 
me your money brand it has a “Sole” no pun 
intended.

I think this way helped, as I feel like brands today are trying too hard 
to stand out but I feel like you can stand out in other ways without 

having people running down the streets to get a hoodie. 
Is my idea completely original? No, but it is what it is. I mentioned 
before that cartoons played a part as well although not directly in 
terms of clothing, but definitely something I want to include in the 
brand.

I always loved the brief animation clips before or even 
after a show yes, it’s a very peculiar influence, but it 
gives me that sense of nostalgia when I used to watch 
Cartoon Network and after the credits, they would be a 
snippet of animation of the characters you’ve just watched 
interacting with the logo or each other in their own world 
and that to me was awesome and that’s the vibe I want to 
give off with FT-S, familiarity with a tint of nostalgia.  
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If you were to ask me what’s my word of wisdom I follow, it would be 
“If you have an idea, do it!” see, FromTheSole was never meant to be 
a brand, it was originally going to be a personal collection of T-shirts 

for myself which was made during my final year of Uni and at the 
same time made out of spite towards the uni.

At the time, I felt that making a brand was a trend in itself and 
it really put me off into turning it into one ( I know sounds big-
headed) but I saw myself having immense fun with it from the 
designs, the concept and everything else I had the blue-prints 
in front of me but I was denying it as I wasn’t really a “fashion 

guy” I just loved cool looking T-shirts and brands.

One day, I was browsing through my laptop and 
I stumbled upon a design I made for a T-shirt for 
my final year project in 2020 just before the first 
covid lockdown. Three years later, I saw myself 
doing the same thing without realising so at the 
point, maybe it was meant to be so that’s why I 

say if you have an Idea, DO IT!

As for advice, I would say to people who 
are struggling to find their authentic self, 
is to be proud of what makes you “you” and 
relish it. I’ve had some times where I felt 
weird for the things, I like for example I’m 
a huge nü-metal fan but I don’t look like the 
stereotypical fan AND THAT’S FINE! Who 
cares because you’ll find out that people 
honestly don’t give a damn so just do you 
and do what you want! There are 8 billion 
people on this planet, we all can’t be the 
same.

This is TheIsaacSole speaking, thank you 
for reading my TED Talk see ya! [FT-S]
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instagram: @from_thesole
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What or Who inspires you the way you 
express yourself?

I don’t really think I could define what inspires 
me, my ideas and inspirations come from such 
a wide spectrum of things. The more consistent 
influences, that are present in nearly all of my 
art, would be the intersection between horror, 
glamour and camp so think; Vampira, Elvira, 
The Silent Hill franchise, gimmie gimmie 
gimmie and the exaggeration of British 
stereotypes.

How do you feel that the fashion / beauty 
industry and social media has influenced 
your identity?

For me personally all 3 of these have had a 
massive impact. I was growing in my own 
expression during the formative years of social 
media beauty/ fashion wise. 2015-2018’s 
social media zeitgeist was one that to me 
changed the face of the way we view beauty.
Although I was following along with that era’s 
general timeline (KingKylie, J star, Beyonce’s 
Tumblr era and badgalriri just few for example) 
I still found myself getting the most inspiration 

from independent and original artists. Those 
who really stick out to me are Lucy Garland 
who is a multimedia artist who basically 
taught me drag makeup. Colourcreep who 
was a beauty youtuber that did everything 
pastel and creepy. Drag artists such as 
laila mcqueen, Evah Destruction and 
Aquaria who had huge followings 
and a really focused fan base. As I’ve 
grown my tastes in things has matured 
and become more ‘fashiony’ and less 
‘costumey.’ I wish I still worked the way 
I used too. I had the focus and time 
to sit down for hours with a makeup 
brush and see what comes out.

Which fictional charater do you 
relate to the most - why?

I’m not entirely sure to be fair. Elvira 
in Elvira mistress of the dark. She 
looks so hot and spooky but then when 
spooky things happen, she’s surprised. 
She’s totally unaware of the power that 
radiates off her so she’s in a constant 
state of ditsy unconsciousness.
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Which of your personality traits are you 
most proud of?

I’ve found myself to be extremely adaptable. 
In a pinch I’m able to do what needs doing and 
carry it off with pure conviction (and delusion.) 
I love that no matter what I do it’s still very 
me. I can try new things, but it all has a route 
in Sket.

How do you define confidence?

Knowing yourself. If you know your capabilities 
or if you know your attributes and morals. You 
don’t question yourself all the time. I wish I 
had a little more of that.

What advice would you give your younger 
self?

Hurt people hurt other people. Give those 
around you the space to make mistakes but 
set up boundaries, if you let people take 
advantage of you they will keep doing it. Also 
write everything down. Every idea, any picture, 
any inspiration save it. All of it.

What do you wish other people knew 
about you?

I’m very reserved as a person. I’m not super 
social I’m out with friends and I’ve been called 
rude because I look angry or I’m not talking to 
everyone. It’s not that I’m rude I just struggle 
in social situations.

What would your super power be?

Teleportation. I’m always late. It’s a huge 
problem for me. Or influence over peoples 
intentions, a LOT of Politians need that right 
now.

What would your theme song be?

Flowers- Sweet female attitude, Babycakes- 3 
of a kind or What’s it gonna be by H “two” O 
and Platnum. 

If you could only wear one outfit for 
the rest of your life, what would you be 
wearing?

Dior f/w 2004 couture collection look 3. Baby-
dolls dark blue two piece from Suckerpunch, 
Megan fox’s bloody puffer jacket costume in 
Jennifer’s body or her costume in Jonah hex, 
the distressed corset one. Love them.

If you could change anything about 
yourself what would it be and why?

I would change my brain chemistry. I need to 
remove the self-destructive dark nature and I 
need to know that I am in the right body, all 
gender worries gone.

Can you describe yourself in three words?

Gorgeous, grotesque and gormless.
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Have you had a pivotal moment in your 
self-identity journey that has been very 
formative or inspiring?

The transition from doing drag in my bedroom 
to being on stage and doing gigs was a WILD 
jump. I could spend hours getting ready 
without a time constraint. If things didn’t go 
right, it was okay; the eyelashes didn’t need 
to be glued down, I didn’t need a wig. I had 
no idea how drag undergarments worked in 
practice. It’s hard to figure out what works for 
your body. I’ve had a few gigs where I’ve had 
really visible tights, or a wig has fallen off.

Lastly, do you have any words of advice 
for those just starting their self-expresion 
/ identity journey?

You don’t have to do the most in the beginning, 
with time comes resources and knowledge. 
Your ideas might be massive and extravagant 
but focus on one area at a time. OH MY GOD 
EXPERIMENT! Don’t get too caught up in trying 
to be perfect at one style. Really just sit down 
and fuck around. Try new things you’d be 
amazed what you’ll learn and how you can 
transfer that to other things.

OMG Thanks so much for reading! I had so 
much fun :)  You can find out more about me 
and SKET’s shows at my intsa:

@skettybaguettey
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