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Research

The Origins of Pictorial Photography: 

Pictorial photography, also known as Pictorialism, emerged in the late 19th century as a response to the growing debate over whether photography could be 
considered a form of art. Early photographers, seeking to elevate photography beyond its mechanical and documentary role, began to adopt techniques and 
aesthetics inspired by painting. They used soft focus, special printing methods, and carefully composed scenes to create images that expressed mood, 
symbolism, and personal vision.



Research

This movement was led by artists such as Henry Peach Robinson, Julia Margaret Cameron, and Alfred 
Stieglitz, and was supported by organizations like the Linked Ring in Britain and the Photo-Secession in the 
United States. Pictorialism played a crucial role in establishing photography as a legitimate artistic medium.



Brand research

     Jean-Paul Gaultier is a renowned French fashion designer known for his bold, 
unconventional, and avant-garde designs. Born on April 24, 1952, in Arcueil, 
France, Gaultier did not receive formal training in fashion but started his 
career by sending his sketches to famous designers. He was eventually hired 
by Pierre Cardin in the 1970s. 

     
      Gaultier became famous in the 1980s and 1990s for challenging traditional 
fashion norms. He is best known for popularizing the “man skirt,” cone bras 
(famously worn by Madonna during her 1990 Blond Ambition Tour) 

     
     Aside from fashion, Gaultier has also worked as a costume designer for films 
and TV and hosted the French TV show Eurotrash. He retired from runway 
fashion in 2020 but remains an influential figure in the fashion world, known as 
the "enfant terrible" of French fashion for his rebellious and innovative spirit.



Brand research &Brand analysis

The initial development of the brand； 
       In his early career, Jean-Paul Gaultier’s style was characterized by a rebellious, irreverent approach to fashion that challenged traditional norms. Drawing inspiration from street culture, punk, and fetish wear, 
he infused high fashion with elements considered unconventional or provocative at the time. His early collections in the 1980s often featured gender-fluid silhouettes, corsetry, sailor stripes, and playful 
reinterpretations of traditional garments. Gaultier blurred the lines between masculinity and femininity, most famously introducing skirts for men and using corsets as outerwear. This bold, avant-garde style quickly 
set him apart in the fashion industry and earned him the nickname "enfant terrible" of French fashion.

Brand development trend

        Since Jean-Paul Gaultier's retirement in 2020, the brand has adopted a guest designer model for its haute couture collections. This 
approach has brought fresh perspectives while honouring Gaultier's legacy. Designers such as Chitose Abe, Glenn Martens, Olivier 
Rousteing, Haider Ackermann, Julien Dossena, Simone Rocha, and Ludovic de Saint Sernin have each contributed their unique 
interpretations, blending their personal styles with the house's iconic elements like the corset and sailor stripes . 
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