




Pollination
Pollination is the way plants reproduce. Fertilising pollen is spread from one plant 

to another to enable the production of seeds, which form more fruit and �owers. 

Pollination is often carried out by insects and plays an important role in food 

production – one in three bites of food we eat is pollinated by insects. In addition, 

many crops are pollinated by wind, including the major grains that we eat, for 

example maize, wheat, barley and oats.

Honeybees are important pollinators, as well 
as the only insect in the world to produce a 
foodstuff we can eat! But did you know there 
are around 250 species of solitary bee in 
the UK, and 24 species of bumblebee?

These are all important pollinators too, yet 
unlike the honey bee, many are in serious 
decline amidst the global biodiversity crisis. 

Bumblebees live in a colony like honeybees, 
but their nest is much smaller and can be 
found in dry, enclosed spaces –underground 
in old burrows, at ground level in thick grass 
or vegetation, or higher up in bird boxes 
or even roof cavities! 

Solitary bees, such as mining and mason bees, do not live in a colony but build individual nests which can be in hollow 
stalks, in cavities in masonry or in tubular holes, in the ground.  Look carefully at bare soil, and you may see their holes, 
with a little patch of soil alongside!   Each egg they lay is sealed in a cell with its own supply of pollen and nectar.  

Here are some wild bees you can look out for:

Red-tailed bumblebee – 
black with a big red tail, 
these are easy to spot 
and found in most 
habitats including 
gardens and parks.   

Many of our wild bees are in trouble. We can help them by planting 
our gardens with pollinator-friendly plants, providing nesting habitats 
and not using pesticides.
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Common carder bee – 
this �uffy orange and 
brown bumblebee is 
quite easy to spot and 
�ies from early spring 
right up till November.   

Southern cuckoo 
bumblebee - As the 
name suggests, this 
parasitic bumblebee 
takes over the nests of 
other bumblebees, killing 
the queen, laying their 
own eggs and leaving 
the host workers to look 
after its brood!

Red mason bee – a 
small gingery solitary 
bee, often seen in 
orchards where it is a 
very ef�cient pollinator. 

Ashy mining bee – this 
early black and grey 
mining bee is quite easy 
to identify, like a tiny 
badger! You may see 
them on spring �owering 
trees and shrubs like 
blackthorn and willow, 
or on dandelions 
and buttercups.  

Ivy mining bee – 
this solitary bee emerges 
quite late to take 
advantage of the ivy 
�owers – it looks quite 
like a honeybee, but with 
brighter black and 
yellow stripes on its 
abdomen. You will often 
see both types of bees 
on ivy �owers where you 
will be able to tell 
the difference!   


