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Overview of the July 2024 Student Protest
- Bangladesh

In July 2024, Bangladesh witnessed one of
the largest student uprisings in its recent
history. The movement began as a protest
against the government’s discriminatory
quota system in public sector jobs, which
students believed was unjust and limited
fair opportunities for the majority. What
started as peaceful demonstrations
quickly escalated into a nationwide revolt,
as authorities responded with violence,
arrests, and internet shutdowns.

Mainstream media often remained silent
or controlled, failing to represent the true
voices of the students

Social media, street art, and graffiti
became the real platforms of resistance
mobilizing thousands, spreading
uncensored truths, and uniting youth
across the country.

The protest was marked by both
inspiration and tragedy. Several students
were injured or killed, fueling even greater
anger and determination. The July protest
is now remembered as a tuming point
where art, courage, and solidarity rose
against oppression, proving that even in
silence, creativity can become a weapon
for justice.
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pain and resistance. This

This book is made of courage,, ‘
eer willpower and plain

is the story of july 24' where sh
human courage stood against all evil and | a mere

mortal was there to witness it all. | saw the anguished,
the weak, the brave, the innocent standing agains :
corrupt establishment. Where media turned “the
back on people hope rise in the form.of art. We
banners, posters, made wall arts when eve
information was restricted.

My dearest friend Mugdho was murdered by the police
during the protest. This is a small gesture towards his. .
memories. He would always always be the symbol of
courage and righteousness to us. "Art as Weapon" is a
humble tribute to him and every other person who lost
i their lives in_this revolution. This also a reminder to
‘gvery i\t’:l' that no matter how much injustice they put
on earth, art will always be i
revolution in the sky. / "R “houoh to s

— Ishrat Jahan'" %
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fair opportunities for the majority, What
started as peaceful demonstrations
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